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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.mn., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FORESTS ACT, FINANCE.

Hon. H. STEWART asked the Minister for
IBdueation: 1, With reference to the Forests
Act, 1918, what was the net revenue of the
Foresta De]nartmeut in each of the last three
financial years? 2, What amounts bave been
placed at the Treasury to the credit of 2
speeinl account for re-afforestation and the
development of forestry?

The MIKISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, 1920-21, £55,117; 1921-22, £68, 623 ;
1922-23, £68 302, 2 1920 21 £33, 0:0 1921-

20 £41174; 192228, £40,981.

QUESTION—RATLWAY AUTHORISA-
TIONS,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN asked the Minister
for Kdneation: 1, What railways have been
authorised, the const: uetion of which has not
yet been completed’ 2, Tn the ecase of each
anthorisation, how many miles of railway
hove heen lnld if any, and how many miles
remain to he laid?

“The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, Bussclton-Margaret River rail-
\m}, Narembeen-Merredin railway, Esperance

Northwards railway, Piawaning Northwarda
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railway, Dwarda-Narrogin railway extension,
Albany-Denmark railway extension, Bridge-
town-tarnadup railway extension, 2, Buasel-
ton-Margarct River, miles of railway laid,
25; 1miles of railway to be laid, 16%.
Narmnbeen-‘\{crredm, miles of rallway laid,
134 ; miles of railway, to be laid, 52. Espat-
anece Northwards, miles of railway- laid,
663%. Piawaning Northwards, miles of rail-
way to be laid, 33. Dwarda-Narrogin, miles
of railway to be luid, 25. Albany-Denmark
cxtension, miles of raxh\ay to be laid, 35.
Bridyctown-.]arnndup cxtension, miles of rail-
u;:y laid, 16%4; miles of railway to he laid,
28.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
Second Reading.
The MINISTER 1OR EDUCATION
{(Hon. J. Ewing—South-West) [4.38] in
moving the sccond reading said: This is

the first time I have had the honour of mov-
ing the Appropriation Bill in this Chamber.
Sveing how ably the task has been done in
the past, nnd the fulness of the information
that has been given to hon, :nembers, and
tke great eare always exercised by the Leader
of the Flouse te go fully inte details so that
hon, members should have a full knowledge
of the financial position of the State and of
its industries, I shall endeavour on this oc-
easion to give all the information T ean. I
do trust hon. members will not think the in-
formation teo mueh. It is indeed difficult
really to analyse the position =0 as to satisfy
all parties, Some hon. members, not of this
House, have said to me, ‘* All you have to do
is to put the Appropriation Bill on the Table,
and that will be all right.’’ Others have
said to me, ‘‘Tf you apeak for ten minutes it
will be sufficient.’”’ But I have comc to the
conclusion that it is my bounden duty to
srenk as long as I think is necessary in the
interests of the State, and alar to speak in
the manner that seems to me to be hest. T
have endeavourcd to compile on those lines
what I have to say. The last Appropriation
Bill was moved on the 23rd January of this
year, The delay was brought about by sev-
cral foctora over whiech the then Leader of
the House had no control. He submitted the
Anpropriation Bill as early as it was possible
for him to do so. Although in an unfavour-
able osition from one aspect, be was favour-
ably cireumstanced from onother paint of
view, beeause he possessed the knowledge of
what lid bappened dwring the first half of
the finaneial year, and from that knowledge
wos able to deduec the likelihood of the rev-
cnne estimated for 1922-23 heing equal to or
Ie<s thon the receipts. On the present oe-
easion I have the opportunity of disenssing
that position as npplied to a period of five
manihs, and T shall take ndvantage of the
orportunity. The finances of the State, at
any rate so far as I am able to judge, are
in a buoyant condition, and are continuing
to improve. The reanlts so far of the public
utilities, as they will be disclosed thie after-
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noon and have already been disclosed by the
Treasurer, will show hon, members that we
have an opportunity of very specedily reach-
ing a position which will be far better in the
interests of the State. That result is being
brought about, to a very large extent, by
good administration. TTon, members may re-
ply that that may be so or perhaps may not
be so. Let me eay that since I have been a
member of the Government I have been
struck by the faet that all the officials with
whom I am brought in contact—of course I
do not come in contact with every public ser-
vant of the State—are very keen and very
carnest in their work, T have no reason to
believe that that is more in evidence in the
departments over which I preside than it is in
other departments. T do believe the position
is better now as regards the civil serviee.
Thera is n greater cohesion, and things are
watched very carefully. I believe that all
the public servants watch things in the best
intereats of the State, with an earnest desire
to assist the legislator who is in charge of
any particular department, The seasion is ap-
proaching its cnd. On behalf of the Govern-
ment I may express the hope that we shall be
able to finish this week, but I wish to assure
hon. memhers that we will not endeavour to
finish this week, or at any other time, if there
is any member in this Hounse who wishes to
discuss publie affairs. The discussion of this
Appropriation Bill affords members an oppor-
tunity of going carefully and minutely into
the finances of the State, of seeirg what is
going on in the State and what its industries
are doing. I have no doubt whatever that
hon. members will go carefully into the sub-
jeet of finance, and into all matters pertain-
ing to the advancement and prosperity of
‘Western Australia generally.

Hon. H. Stewart: What is the reason for
wishing to finish this week?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have no reason whatever for wishing it. It
is desirable simply because hon. members do
not wish to be kept here any longer than is
neeessary. If hon, members are able to
complete the work of the session by the end
of the week, it will be very satisfactory.
Tf not, we will sit during the following
week, and in fact as long as hon. members
wish to discuss anything connected with
affairs of State. I make that announce-
ment quite eclearly, and with the full
approval of the Premier. Hon. membere
will understand that the Premier desires to
get on with his work and to traverse the
country in order that he may ses whether
the position on the group settlements is to
his satisfaction as a practical man, While
he is obliged to remain in the city, he has
not that opportunity. Therefore it would
be well if we could finish the scssion a week
or two before Christmas. However, the
matter is cntirely in the hands of hon,
members themselves, and they will have to
determine it. This is the usual Bill for the
appropriation of moneys covered by Supply
Bills, Revenue Istimates, and Loan IEsti-
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mates. The amounts covered by the present
Appropriation Bill are: Revenue Estimates
{cxclusive of special Aects), £4,831,846G; Sale
of Governmen! Property Fuad Account,
£63,000; Loan Estimates, £4,474,065; Land
Improvement Loan Fund Estimates, £16,098;
and Advanece to Treasurer, £500,000; meaking
a total of £9,885,009.

Hon. A, Lovekin: It is a lot for a few
peaple.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
amount provided under special Acts, namely
£3,009,128, does not require to be voted,
Sehedule A shows how the £9,885,009 is to
be appropriated; Schedule B gives the ex-
penditure in detail of each of the respective
Ministers; Schedule C covers the sale of
Government Property Trust Account and
the Lands Improvement Loan Fund; Sche-
dule D appropriates £4,474,065 for the pur-
poses of the General Loan Fund; Schedule
E appropriateas £500,000 for the purposes of
the Treasurer’s Advance, and Schedules F
and G confirm the expenditure of last year
in excess of the Estimates on Revenue and
Loan Accounts. I want to go back to the
year 1921-22, when the State’s deficit was
£732,135. In 1922-23 the deficit was
£405,364, showing an improvement of
£326,771, as the result of the Government’s
policy of development and production. Hon.
members will admit that it revealed =a
highly creditable state of affairs. It was
largely due te improved results from public
utilities. In 1922.23 the actual revenue
was £7,207,492, the expenditure £7,612,856,
and the deficit £405,384,

Hon. A, Lovekin: Would it not be ag well
to add te that the half-million loss on the
Wyndham Meat Works?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
will deal fully with the Wyndbham Meat
Works during my remarks, I do not think
the two things are allied at all, The total
deficit as at June, 1923, was £5,910,029. The
estimated revenue for 1923-24 is £7,542,291,
the expenditure £7,840,974, and the deficit
£298,683. This, if realised, will mean un
improvement thig year as against last year
of £106,681, which will be a very satis-
factory position, showing that the State has
recovered, and that the public utilities are
rejuvenating in consequence of the in-
creased production and increased develop-
ment going on. Judging from the five
months that have already passed, there is
no doubt the Treasurer’s forecast will be
realised; indeed, personally T am inelined
te think the result will be better than
anticipated by the Treasurer. Included in
the estimated expenditure is £221,807 cash
contributions to sinking, fund. That will
interest Mr. Kirwan, a past-master on the
question of sinking fund.

N ]'E[on. A, Lovckin: He was not far out, wag

e

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have already said he is a past-master. These
figures show that the aetual estimated loss on
the year’s transactions is £76,876, proving
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that Western Ausiralia has turned the finan-
cial corner. Hon. members, although eritical
at times, always endeavour to be fair. In
view of this, I feel sure that in the course
of the debate on this Bill we shall have sin-
cere congratulations to the Treasurer upon
his handling of the finances.

Hon. G. W, Miles: You are very sanguine.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You will hear some-
thing about loan money passing into revenue.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: And
I hope to be able to satisfy the House that it
is legitimate and fair. I want to make a
comparison of this year’s figures with those
of last year. Last year my predecessor was
able to traverse a period of six months, be-
cause his Appropriation Bill was not brought
in until the 23rd of January of this year.
Consequently, he was able to show hon. mem-
bers pretty accurately what would be the
final issue. During the five months elapsed
this year, the expenditure has been £3,076,009,
as against £3,068,682 for the corregponding
period of last year, or an inerease of £7,387.
The revenue for the five months of this year
has been £2,516,066, as against £2,433,538
for the corresponding period of last year, or
an increase of £82,5628, The deficiency for
the five elapsed months of this year has been
£559,943, as against £635,144 for the corre-
sponding period of last year, or a decrease
of £75,201.. As hon. members know, during
October three heavy payments were made in
the Railways, which placed the October figures
jn a somewhat unfavourable light. During
November there were only two such payments.
Hon. members will agree that the position
attained during the five elapsed months is a
very satisfactory one. The Treasurer, in fore-
casting his deficit for this year, said he would
effect an improvement of £106,681. During
the five elapged monthe he has already effected
an improvement of £75,201, leaving a bhalance
of £31450 to be made up during the next
geven months. To continue the comparisen
of the elapsed five months with the corre-
sponding |eriod of last year: the expenditure
under Special Acts inereased this year by
£48,256; under governmental it decreased by
£514, and under public utilities it decreased
by £40,415, the net difference being the
£7,327, to which 1 have already alluded. The
goveremental revenus has inereased by
£16,186, and that of public utilities by
£61,802.

Hon. M. Stewart:
freights?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: No.

Hon. H. Stewart: The increases are still
operatins.

Hon. G. W. Miles interjected.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
have assured the hon. member that, as Min-
ister for the North-West, T will go thoroughly
into the question and see whether what he
complains of cannot be rectified. The trad-
jng concerns rtevenus increased by £4,540.
If we deduct the inereased expenditure from
that, we get the same position, showing an
improvement of £75,201. T look upon that

Representing increased
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ag the most important of the remarks I have
to make this afternaon. It is clear evidence
of the vitality of Western Australia and the
desire of the people to settle on the land, im-
prove the land and so improve all the indus-
tries of the State. I do not want to go too
much into detail, so I shall turn over these
tables I have here.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:

all.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am mevely passing over an anlysis of what I
have already given the House, Every month
the Treasury pays one-twelfth of £230,000
into suspense account in connection with the
ginking fund. Tbat is a perfectly satisfac-
tory way of keeping the finances straight and
avoiding unduly heavy payment at the end
of the year. Members may think T am in-
consistent in what T am going to say. It is
not possible in any onc month to gauge the
financial position. The months vary, and
show a wide dispatity, owing to certain pay-
ments being made in one month that are not
made in another. This difference is due in
some cases to interest on money loaned being
colleeted  periodieally, wusvally half-yearly.
During the year 1922-23 a sum of £606,053
was collected by way of interest on money
loaned. Practically all that money goes into
the Treasury in June and December, and those
months are largely augmented in the matter
of revenue. The other months do not receive
the same amount of revenue, and it would be
unfair to arrive at the financial position on
the statement published for any one month.
The general public sometimes say, ¢‘Look at
the deficit this month; it is going up en-
cermously.’’ Perhaps next month there will
be a credit balance, and things will have ad-
justed themselves. If people gauged the
finan¢ial pesition by the result of one month’s
operationg, they would very often be at fault.
Fhe land rents also affeet the position. In
1922.23 they amounted to £311,360, but the
greater proportion of these rents came into
the Treasury during March and September.
This creates another disparity between the
menths of the year. In March and Septem-
ber the amount of land rents received is
greater than at any other time of the year.
People who gauged the financial position
from the publiched returns for September
might have a more favourable idea than they
should have; if, on the other hand, they
ganged the position from another month they
might arrive at a conclusion which would
not be satisfactory. The total amount
of taxation received for 1922.23 was
£857,558, and of this £329,466 was paid
during the months of May and June.
The faet that a third of the taxa-
tion is paid during these months confirms
the position T have endeavoured to set hefore
members.  During the other months of the
yvear we do not receive anything like the same
revenue from this source. The railway earn-
ings always show an improvement at the end
of the year because of the harvest. I have
figures here showing that from January to

We want to know it
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June the revenue comes in at a greater rate
than at any other time of the year, From
January to June of 1923 the revenue was
£1,564,488, and from July to December, 1922,
it was £1,U21,882, a difference of £242,606.
From the results of last year and the indi-
cations for this year, we may anticipate a
greatly improved position for the first six
months of the present financial year, nearly
all of which bave now gone by. The statement
I made earlier must carry great weight, We
can also expect & much greater revenue during
the next gix months than we received during
the past six months, 1 have here a statement
ahowing the estimated position with regard
to our public utilities. The position during
the past five months justifies one in thinking
that the estimates tor 1923-24 will be fuliy
realised, In 1922-23 the actual expenditure
on public utilities was £2,923,477. The in-
terest and sinking fund charges were
£1,327,49]1, s total expenditure of £4,250,968.
The aetual revenue was £4,000,147, the short-
age being £250,821, The estimated position
for this year is very satisfactory. The esti-
mated expenditure is £2,937,311, interest and
ginking fund charges being £1,371,136, a
toal of £4,308,447. The estimated revenue is
£4,160,434, the estimated shortage being
£148013. The difference between the short-
age for last year and the estimated shortage
for this year is £102,808, which is a distinct
lmprovement.

Hon. J. Nicholson:

age.
MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :

There ig still a short-

B
The
Yes. These figures show that the State is ex-
panding, and also show the importance of our
public utilities in the general scheme of af-
faira.

Hon, H. Stewart: What about giving us
a comparison in coanection with the State
trading concerns?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The hon. member seems rather anxious, 1
will tell the House, as far as I am able
from the inquiries I have made, the true
position of the trading c¢oncerns when I eome
to them,

Hon. T. Moore: And of State farming.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN :
I have nothing te hide. The main items of
estimated increased revenue for tlie eurrent
financial year are: railways, £138,630; other
public utilities, £21,657; taxation (due to
liquor tax), £28,442; departmental (largely
representing transfers), £139,485; timber,
£21.255; a total of £349,469. Other items,
including State batteries, showing decreases
ghould bring the estimated increased revenue
down to £334,799. The main items of
increased expenditure are: Speeial Acts
£216,334; Education (new schools), £8,620;
Crown Law Department, £9,858; Railways,
£24149; a total of £258961 Other
items showing decreases in expenditure bring
the net imcrease in expenditure to £328,118.
This leaves an estimated improvement of
£108,681. The estimated increased expendi-
ture on the part of the Crown Law Depart-
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ment. is aceounted for by there being get
aside a sum ot £7,545 for the forithcoming
general election. Some members of thia
Chamber, including myself, have to go up for
eleetion in May, and [ suppoese this amount
will cover that ae well. There is a decrease
in the estimated revenue of the Fisheriea De-
partment of £15,000, This is due to there
being no royalty coming in from opossums.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do they fish for
opossums ¥
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :

There was such a destruction of opossums
last year that these animals had no chance.
The loss is a serious one for the Fisheries
Department.

Hon. A. J. H. Baw: Is that doe to the
fact that Mr. Kingsmill, ex-President of this
Chamber, has entered the Federal Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I do not know.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Why do the Fisheries
Department handle opossums?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I confess I do not quite understand the posi-
tion, or why :t is there has not been the vsual
natural increase of opossuma.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: The benefit of the
bonus was only enjoyed for a few years.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The trade in opossum skins during the last
three or four years was enormous, and peo-
ple made a Yot of money out of them. Pos-
gibly that is why opossums are not as numer-
ous to-day as they used to be.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The opossume and mag-
pies in King’s Park are dying through the
stickfast flea.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
hope that is not the position in the country.
It takes a large amount of revenue to keep
our free services going. I do not suppose
anyone has a word to say againat them, but
it is just as well we shonld know exactly
what we are spending in this direction, In
cducation for the current financial year we
are spending £571,802, not including build-
ings, but including just the education of the
children and the hundred and ome other
things which the department have to look

after. The expenditure on medical and health
will be £176,313, police £179,489, pgaols
£23,302, lunacy £88,864, State children

£93,907, aborigines £6,815, a total of £1,140,
492, This is a lot of money to spend on free
services, but I believe the expenditure is
fully justified in the interests of the State.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: How does the Educa-
tion Vote compare with the expenditure for
the previous year?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think it is something like £6,000 over the
actual expenditnre.

Ton. J. Dnffell: Tt is more than that.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
may be as much ags £8,000.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I wanted to ascertain
the estimated expenditure this year as against
the actnal expenditure for the last finaneial
vear.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
will come to that point. Taxation is esti-
mated to provide £1,016,000, and the revenue
received trom these departments I have men-
tioned will amount to £94,823, which will give
a toal of £1,110,823. The estimated expendi-
ture on free services will be £29,669 more
than the taxation received, plus the collections
from the departments I have mentioned. This
means that we shall pay away all the taxa-
tion we receive, plus another £29,669 in order
to provide these services. As hon. members
will gee when we come to deal with the ques-
tion of taxation betore the session closes, the
taxation received does not nearly cover the
cost of free services rendered by the State.

Hon. A, Lovekin: It does not cover the
waste.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
i3 all very well to make a statement like that.
If Mr. Lovekin sayes there iz waste, he should
tell us where that waste is. At any rate, I
hope he will do so when he speaks on the Bill.
As to the Education Department, over which
I have the homour to preside for the time
being, I spoke exhaustively om this feature
of the State's activities during the earlier
stages of the session. There are a few addi-
tional points, however, that may be of in-
terest to hon. members, We have 53,010
scholars on the rolls of the Government prim-
ary and secondary schools, That shows an in-
crease of 1,009 as compared with June, 1923.

Hon, J. Duffell; Things are looking up!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: As
long as matters in connection with the State
are looking up, we have to provide more
money for the cducation of the children.
When people remark that there is a heavy
expenditure on education and say that tow
much is spent on it, it is difficult to find out
where that expenditure can be eurtailed. Mr.
Colebatch, who formerly was Leader of the
House, was a great edocativnist, and he was
always desirous of economising in his depart-
ment, but he found it a most difficult matter.
I am directing my attention to the same ob-
jeet now, We have 750 schools open, Of
those, 45 were opencd during the current year,
including 17 established at group settlements.
This demenstrates that the Government are
not neglecting the group settlements. On the
other hand, we arc endeavouring to give the
scttlers there all the facilities, as far as is
possible, that are enjoyed by the people in the
metropolitan area.

Hon. H. Stewart: But there are a great
many group settlements and only 17 schools
have been provided!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon, member should remember that those 17
were opened this year, A number of other
schools have already been established on
group settlements, althongh T have not the
exact number at the present moment. T can
assure hon, membera that there has never
been a pennine application for a schnal at a
groun settlement that I have tnrned down.
That course is in accordance with the poliey
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of the Premier, who is satisfied that I should
provevd along these lines. As a matter of
fact, it is the policy of the Government to
give educational facilities to these people,
and practieally every week I approve of one
or two schools for group settlements. Hon.
members will realise, however, that during
last winter, owing to the heavy rains and the
bad state of the roads, especially in the Aug-
usta district, great difficulty was experienced
in carrying out necessary works. Had it not
been for these azbmormal eonditions, some of
the school buildings authorised would have
been constructed earlier. Now that the roads
have dried up, everything possible is being
done to lacilitate the provision of schools in
the group set{lements as promptly as possible,
Obviously the extension of the group settle-
ment scheme necessitates inereased expendi-
ture by the Education Department. That ex-
penditure is borne cheerfully by the people
of Western Australia, and it is pleasant to
know how much this sphere of activity is ap-
preciated by the parents of the children in
those centres, The work carried out i won-
derful. I am experiencing diffieulty, however,
in securing the services of teachers for these
centres. We have to send many more young
ladies into the countéy than I think is desir-
able, because often the accommodation for the
lady teachers is not very satisfactory. To
send them ont under such conditions is not
desirable. We desire to send more men into
the bush, and T hope it will be possible to
achieve that end. It will be necessary, how-
ever, to enlarge the scope of the Training
College at Claremont. Already that institu-
tion is overcrowded, and we have many appli-
catione from young people desirous of enter-
ing the institution. I intend asking the Pre-
mier for money to extend the college build-
ings, 30 that not only may we train teachers
for the ordinary work in State schools, but
also train them for special work, which, 1
think, will be appreciated by hon. members.
The new high school at Bunbury has been
opened, and that has meant additional ex-
penditure. Manual training and other ex-
tensions of education have to be introduced to
meet the requirements of the people in the
distriet, and requircments in reason are met.
A contract has been let for the Albany High
Schonl which will cost something like £20,000.
As the years go by and the benefits of higher
education are aj preciated by people, they look
for improved educational facilities for their
ehildren. Due care is being exercised regard-
ing the expenditure, and we desire to see that
it is kept down as much as possitle compat-
ible with the interests of the State as a whole,
and with the requirements of the countrv dis-
tricts. One improvement we have made—I
think the suggestion came from the Premier
originally—is that we have built a n»mher of
small school halls costing about £240, and
the group settlers have been granted the use
of the buildings. This policy megns that in
country districts where no halls are nrovided
for the people {0 meet in, school halls ecan he
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used for meeting and social purposes. Of
course we inaist that some responsible person
shall tnke charge and see that the property
is not injured.

Hon. H. Stewart:, That iz a good and
sound policy.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Hon.
members know that Western Australia is a
sparsely populated country, with big dis-
tances, For that reason wé find it better
to drive children to school rather than
build a number of small schools seattered
throughout the country. Members will
realise the magnitude of this task when I
say that last year we spent £14,000 on
driving children to school. That is a sub-
stantial amount, but it is good expenditure.
It is better to incur that expenditure than
to build small isolated schools. If we bring
the children for some distance—in some
instances they drive from five to ten miles
to school—we enable them to attend the
bigger schools where more highly classified
teachers are provided to supervise their
education, Country people as a rule desire
their children to be driven to schools where
they ean get an improved type of education.

Hon, J. Dodd: What is the limit; threc
miles?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think that 18 the limit. At Toodyay, for
instance, we have a big motor ear that travels
aronnd that district and brings in children
from considerable distances to the big school
at that centre. The motor car travels around
a very large circle before landing the chil-
dren at the school.

Hon. H. Stewart: That is the ouly centre
on that basis.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
That is so. The motor car does not belong
to the State, but is owned by a private in-
dividual who contracts to convey the chil-
dren to and from schoal at sc much per
head per week.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Hew muech per head
does that cost?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have not the figures with me.

Hon. J. Nicholson: How many miles does
the motor car travel?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
should say 20 or 30 miles. I do not know
the exact distance, but it is comsiderable,
In any case, we gave some attention to the
question of establishing several gmall
centres rather than adopt this eourse. The
idea of driving the children in appealed to
the Director of Edueation, and it appealed
to me too. For the time being we are
carrving out that system at Toodyay.

Hon, H. Stewart: Perhaps whken you are
replying to the debate to-morrow, you will
give information on the puints raised.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
shall do so. T shall also give the cost per
head, and so forth.

Hon. H. Stewart: In other distriets the
resideats only get a driving allowance if
the children go to the nearest school.

[COUNGCIL.]

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is the position. In any case, we find
it better to drive the children to these
bigger schools for the sake of improved
education,

Hon. A. Lovekin: How many children are
driven by tbis motor car®

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
will supply the information when replying-
Mr. Holmes interjected as to the cost. In
every country in the world, the cost of edu-
cation per head is high indeed. Here in
Western Australia the cost is low. In 1921-
22 the cost per head of the population was
£1 18s; in 1922-23 it was £1 16s. 5d. Hon.
members, therefore, will sce that the per
capita cost has been reduced.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: My question was as
to the actual expenditure for 1923,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : It
was about £644,000 including buildings and
so forth, and this year the expenditure is
estimated at £650,000. It must be higher
this year, but [ will give the actual figures
when I reply. Wherever I have gone since
T have been Minister for Education, I have
endeavoured to instil inte the minds of the
youth of this State the necessity for rural
training and the teachers have been very
good in aassisting me, I have asked them
to attract the inds of the children
as much as possible towards the ecoun-
try, euncouraging them to go there and
see what is poing on. The object of
tltis is that ultimately these children who
have been highly educated in the metro-
politan area will be encouraged to go into
the country and, perhaps, take up country
Jife and help in the development of the
State. We are not able to do much in the
way of rural work at ecity schools, but
where water ia available flowers and veget-
ables are cultivated and general instruction
i3 given by the teachers in rural subjects,
At Toodyay we have a rural school where
wonderfully good work is being done. This
school was initiated by Mr. Colebatch and,
when he left office, he impressed upon me
the importance of keeping it going. I in-
tend to keep the Toodyay school going and
to extend the system of rural schools as
much as possible. We are endeavouring to
buy a few acres of good land for cereal
growing and garden purposes. At Three
Springs cereals and vegetahles are grown
under the direction of an energetic sehoal-
master, who is ineunleating into the minds
of his pupils the value of rural work. I
must pay a tribute to the parents and citi-
zens’  assoeiations, which reeeived com-
mendation from the Education Commis-
gion. The report of the Royal Commission
has been of pgreat assistanee to me. Prior
to taking office I had not read it, but T have
since read it several times. It is a wonder-
fully clear and valuable report and refleets
the greatest credit upon the members of the
commission. The parents and citizens’
associations number 120, and one has only
to attend the bazaars and fetes arranged by
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them to appreciate their work. At Thomas-
street last week £150 was raised by means
of a bazaar. These associations are doing
valuable work by providing pianos, grama.
phones, swings and a hundred other things
that the department could not provide.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do the department
exercise any control over the expendituref

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is not our money.

Hon. J. Cornell: The department have
nothing to do with the raising of the money.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The children raise a
lot of it.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is so. The parenta supply various
commodities and then buy them back.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Before the days of
parenta’ associations, the children had
entertninments and raised money, and the de-
partment exercised control over the expendi.
ture.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
do not think we exercise control over the ex-
penditure now,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Now the money raised
by the children has passed out of control.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes.
" These associations appoint school boards of
five members each and I think they exercise
some control. The money is being expended
in the right direetion. It is 2 labour of love
and is proving of great benefit to the children.
On the Loan Estimates £30,000 is provided
for an agrienltural college. The inaugura-
tion of the college will be taken in hand as
early as posgible, but a site has yet to be de-
cided upon,

Hon. W, Carroll:
mended a site.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
but the Government have not yet decided
where the college will be situated.

Hon. J. W, Hickey: By what will the
Government be guided?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Common sense.

Hon. W. Carrol]: The commission made a
good reedmmendation.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not know what they recommended; some-
thing will be dome at an early date. The
Narrogin Farm School is doing remarkably
good work. The numher of applications for
entrance is greater than ever. Thereisa pro-
nounced tendency on the part of parents to
settle their boys on the land, a2 f{endency that
is hiehly gratifying to the Government.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The more you can
settle on the land the better.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. memher would be pleased to learn how
manv ¢ity people want to get their boys into
the Narrogin school. My only regret is that
we cannpt accommodate all the applicants.

Hon. J, Milis: I think most of the boys
there are from the city.

Hon. H, Stewart: There is a large pro-
portion of farmers' sons.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yea.
I have a letter written to the Director of

The ¢ommission reeom-

1759

Education by H. J. Robinson, buyer for
Foggitt, Jones & Co., Ltd., which is intensely
interesting as showing what is being done
in pig-raising, This should appeal to Mr.
Miles. It reads—

Permit me to comment on the Narrogin
School of Agriculture in regard to raising
bacon pigs. My attention was drawn from
time to time at the Narrogin monthly sales
to the particularly fine ¢lass of pigs penned
by the above farm. One lot 23 weeka old
realised £4 per head. I then got into touch
with your manager and found that both his
foreman and he were keenly intereated and
combined a somewhat rare quality—prae-
tieal and business ability, Last month on
my suggestion they purchased some stores
at 57s. (as far as my memory goes), I
bought a pen of them a month later at £4
78. 6d. and they again topped the sale, In
conversation with them, I requested them to
make some practical experiments on Ameri-
can lines, namely selecting two or three
pena of say five each, weighing them, noting
the increase per week and charging cost of
feed separate, to enable us to get an actnal
value of the grain fed to pigs on system-
atie lines, such as these men are adopting.
My firm would be indebted if you would
sanction samc. It is practical information
for the boys. Only last week I had the
pleasure of meeting a late pupil at Eulin,
Mr. Workman, who is giving attention, in
conjunction with other mixed farming, to
hog-raising. Numerous plots of wheat are
being tested on up-to-date culture, the re-
sult of his eduecation at the farm. To use
his father’s words, the boy had surprised
him with what he had learned. Although
only a Jad he is practically rounning the
farm. The raising of pigas for pork and
bacon iy greatly increasing. I purchased
about £1,000 worth of pigs in my various
distriets, which are now responding to our
organising work of the last four years. We
are selling stud pigs all over the State and
cannot supply all orders. We have various
studs wnder my supervision, namely Mr.
Maleolm,” Wagin; Mr. JJ. Cullen, Narrogin;
Mr, Williams, Dumbleyung; Mr. Spencer,
Grass Valley; and Mr. J. Mullins, Dudewa,
and many others. The assistance given to
this industry has been so limited that it is
gratifying te see 1 Government farm doing
such practical work. Hoping you will
sanction these experiments.

The experiments have heen sanctioned, and I
hope that as a result of them even better re-
sults will be obtained.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Tt all depends on the
cost of raising the pigs.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is what they are trving to ascertain.
Let me now refer for a few moments to the
North-West, another department under my
control.

Hon, 1. J. Holmes:
West s entitled
moments!

Surely the North-
to more than a few
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member must not take that remark too
literally. There is an amount of £155,000
expenditure for services rendered in the
North-West. That is exclusive of the Wynd-
ham Meat Works and interest on loan
moneys. The revenue items are diffieult to
segregate, and I have not been able to as-
certain what revenue was received for that
expenditure.

Hon, G. W, Miles: How is the £155,000
made up?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
can obtain the details.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: What additional
amount has the new department cost?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
think it has cost less than before,

Hom. A. Lovekin: What has been doned

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is much cheaper to have an engineer in the
North-West:

Hon. G. W, Miles: In the North-West!
He is in the Eastern States,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: At
present he is in the EKast, but even the hon,
member goes to England occasionally for a
spell. The present system is far cheaper
than that of sending officers up from Perth.
The Works Department have charge of the
Beadon Point jetty, but everything else ig
under the North-West department, When
the Beadon Point jetty is finished, I hope
that too will ¢come under my department.

Hon. A. Lovekin: What has been done for
the £1355,000%

The MINISTER ¥OR EDUCATION:
That is expenditure on Government services in
the North-West,

Hon. J. Nicholson: At the present price
of services, £155,000 will not go far.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: Per-
bhaps T was injudicious in mentioning that
amount, At any rate other things have been
done in the North-West and a great deal will
yet be done there. The Government have ap-
pointed Mr. Wise as advizer. Mr. Wise does
not want to be called an expert. I honestly
believe he i3 a good adviser.

Hon. J. Cornell: Has he anyone to advise?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: He
will advise me.

Hon, J. Cornell:
setilers.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Mr.
Wise has not been here very long. He has
been to Wyndham and Derby, through part
of the Gascoyne, and has presented several
reports. So far those reports are favonrable
regarding the growth of ecotton, especially
around Wyndham. The territory around there
seems to arpeal to Mr. Wise. The policy of
the Government as outlined by the Premier
recently i3 to have a colony of 100 agricul-
turists to grow cotton, tropical fruits, and
peanuts for oil on the lines of the South-
West seitlement. We do not know exactly
what Mr., Wise’s adviece is worth, but [ be-
lieve that he is a thorouchly practical and
earnest man and that he will evolve a scheme

I mean in the way of

[COUNCIL.]

that will prove of great advantage to the
North-West. We are all prepared to give
Mr. Wise the opportunity to Justify his ap-
pointment.
N "Elon. J. W, Kirwan: Where will this colony
e

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
will point that out presently.

Hon. J. Cornell: Peanuts will appeal to

me.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am glad to have that interjection, becavse it
gives me an opportunity to make some reier-
ence to what is known in America as the
lowly peanut. I read in an American maga-
zine the other day something about the re-
markable possibilities of the peanut as dis-
covered by Professor Carver of Tuskegee In-
stitnte. He discovered that the peanut con-
tains no fewer than 145 different foods and
useful articles. The article explained that he
was approached by a wealthy eotton grower
in Alahama. This grower had sustained a
great loss through the boll weevil and inter-
viewed Professor Carver for advice as to the
possibility of substituting something for
cotton. Professor Carver had been experi-
menting in connection with the peannt and
had made the diseovery to which I have just
alluded. He declared that from the peanot
there conld be obtained, amongst other things,
milk, breakfast foods, flour, eake, candy, oils,
sauces, meal for cattle feeding, wood stains,
leather dye, metal polighes, and soap.

Hon, H. Stewart: Then it must rival the
blackboy.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Pro-
fessor Carver found that all thece articles
can be produced irom the peanut. Hon.
members must regard that as being very in-
teresting for the reason that the peanut grows
so weil in the North-West.

Hon, T. JMgore: Does the boll
attaek the peanut?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Pro-
fessor Carver had made these cxj.erimenta
when he was approached by the eoiton grow-
ers of Alabama to find a tubstitute for the
growing of cotton which had been destroyed
by the boll weevil.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
position?

weevil

How did he relieve the

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: By
advising the growth of peanuts. At the pre-

sent time America produces 53,000,000 bushels
of peanuts, 7,000,000 1s. of reasut baiter
and 3,000,000 gallons of peaunt oil. T .ese
are very big figures,

Hon. H. Stewsrt: Did you get that in-
formution from ‘*The Seientifie Anieriean,’’
beearse if you did that jourmal is penerally
wrong.

The VINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
do not know avort that, brt I have submitted
these facts becawse I consider they are of
s eeial ins ortance to Western Australia, and
we should corsider the advisakility of mov-
ing in a similar direction. Mr., Miles has
often told us what is being dome in other
parts of the world with the peanut.



[¢ Decemser, 1923.]

Hon, G, W. Miles: Peanuts are worth
£70 a ton to-day and they grow prolifically in
the North,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Then it is well that I, as Minister for the
North-West, should Qirect attention to the im-
portance of this matter. I have been reading
what has been done in the North-West and
the conclusions. that have been arrived at by
those who have had great experience of that
part of the State, and what impressed me
more than anything else was the wonderful
possibitities of conserving water and irri-
gating enormous areas of territery. I do not
think the cost of that would be great in com-
parison with the result that would he likely
to follow.

Hon. H. Stewart: Have you had any ad-
vice from the Commissioner on that matter?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member eannot expect the Commissioner
to have already examined all these rivers,
The territory is so big that he must be given
some little time,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Some of the station
owners are already doing what you suggest.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
know, as a practical man with some idea of
surveying and engincering, what iz wanted
in the North-West. We require a more ac-
curate definition of our rivers and the possi-
bility of making use of them for the purpose
of irrigation. With irrigation we can make
that part of the State a most wonderful coun-
try. Tt ia eertain that we cannot make the
whole of it productive unless we have com-
mand of water.

Hon. G. W. 1liles:
there.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
there were droughts, it would be a good thing
to have command of water, We arc fortunate
in this respect, particularly when we read of
the suffering in those parts of the Eastern
States that are at the present time experi-
encing a dronght. We have spent £4,879 on
the establishment of a cotton settlement. This
amount covers the expenscs ineurred in bring-
ing to the State Mr. Evans and Mr. Jones,
as well as the cost of establishing the Derby
gronps and the experimental work at the
missions. The Derby cxperimeats were not
favoured by Mr. Evans, and a change was
mare. That experiment cost the State £1,000.
The houses that were built there were removed
to the new site that was chosen and the report
we have now is that there is a possibility of
success in the near future. At the present
time there are three returncd soldiers settled
at Knowsley. They are in a difficult rosition
because they did not have anvone to advise
them until Mr. Wise went to their assistance.
T hope that what he has been able to tell
them will enable them to make good.

Member: Is Mr. Wise under the control of
the XNorth-West Department?

The MINTSTER FOR EDTCATION: Wo.
Mr. Wise is attached tn the Agrieultural Da-
partment and his immediate head is Mr. Sut-
ton,

There are no droughts
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Hon G 'W. Miles: Mr. Brockman does not
interfere with him?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No.
All who are associated with Mr. Wise are do-
ing their level best to assist him, and to bring
?out the successful growth of cotton in the

orth, '

Hon. J. J, Holmes: You spent £5,000 he-
fore Mr, Wise came hereft

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yea.
The returned soldiers who are settled in the
North at the present time have cleared a lot
of lanil and they have their houses erected
there. It looks as if they were going to make
good. The Prime Minister, who is in London,
has heen doing his utmost to advance the
cotton industry in Awustralia by directing at-
tention to the possibilities that exist here.
We have sent home an exhibit and I regret
that all the members representing the North-
West did not accept the invitation to go to
Fremantle to inspect what was regarded as a
creditable display before it was sent to Eng-
land. We had some cotton ginned here and
anil sent 25 bales to the 0ld Country. We
know that Mr. Colebatch, the Agent General,
i3 interested in the growth of cotton, and that
he will devote considerable attention to ad-
vancing our interests in that direction. We
are hopeful that good results will follow from
the exhibit that we have sent overseas. Splen-
did work has been done by Messra. Overheu
and Hay of Wyndham. They have cleared 2
congiderable area of land and grown a fair
amount of cotton which was purchased hy the
Government at the top market price. We are
prepared to pay for all the cotton that they
can produce. The Director of Agriculture
has gone to the North-West, and has eonsalted
there with Mr, Wise, He is making a report,
and we are hopeful that when he returns we
ahall be able to get on a move with the North-
West. 2lr. Sutton does not for a single
moment pretend to be a cotton cxpert, but he
i3 a man of grecat eommonsense, and a man
of dQiscermment; and, as he says, he will get
the atmoarhere. I am very hopeful that the
results of his trip will prove of valve in the
development of the North-West. As regards
the Yampi Sound iror deposits, it iz not
nesessary to go fully into the matter, beeause
Mr Aliles has already told us of the great
possihilities there. The Government are out,
not to develop the South-West or the Eastern
di-trieta or the Midlands or the North-West
partieularly, but to develop all of them. 1
hope that in a very short time the necessary
monev will be found.

Hon. T. Moore: But you are largely con-
centratirg vour energies on the Sounth-West.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: At
the present time, ves, That is right, hecause
we shnll get results from the South-West
quirkly.

Hon. J. Cornell: You will get resuits more
anickly from cotton-growing in the North-
West than from the development of the
South-West.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATON: We
are endeavouring to do even-handed justice
by all portions of the State. For the moment
the Government think it necessary to de-
velop the South-West in particular. That
work is now going on, but it is not going on
10 the disadvantage of any other part of
Western Australin, With regard to pearl
shell, the Government have approved a redue-
tion of 1s. per ton in cutward wharfage, which
concession will assist the industry. The re-
duction was notified in last week’s Government
Gazette. The present rate is 4s. per ton,
and the reduction brings it down to 2a,

Hon. G. W. Miles: But pearl shell is not
going to be treated as a primary product,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
making that interjection the hon. member has
gtruck the right note. I hope the rame treat-
meat will be meted out to the North-West
as is now heing given to the South-West and
other portions of the State. We know that
the pearling industry, unfortunately, is mot
in a satisfactory position at the moment.
However, we hope for speedy improvement.
The Beadon jetty, it is expected, will be
completed in a year's time.

Hon. G, W. Miles: You have not com-
pleted the coperete.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
bhave something to tell the hon. member on
that point. The Govermment have arranged
to appoint a board to decide upon the new
townsite adjoining Beadon jetty, and the
people who are now at Onslow will be given
blocks on that townsite. Further, we will
do what we can to help them in moving, so
that the new settlement may be established
as quickly as possible. I have had a look at
the plans of the new towngite, and have con-
sulted all the officers concerned, I think
that portion of the coast is like nearly all
the coastline of the North-West, rugged and
broken; and therefore it will be diffienlt to
fird a good townsite,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: How far is the new
townsite away?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is alongside the Beadon jetty.

Hon. J. J. Helmes: What has been the
cost of the jetty to date?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
contract price is £89,000, and £40,000 or
£50,000 has been spent so far. As to the
question of concrete, other parts of the world
are now vsing a system of spraying piles
with conerete. A two-inch coating is sprayed
round the piles, and then they last practically
for ever. I read of this aystem some time
ago, and I have seen a photograph of the
spraying apparatus in operation. The ¢on-
crete is sprayed around the piles as soon as
they have been put in.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: The only objec-
tion is that the swaying of the ships chips the
concrete,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That may be so. I have not gone into the
matter folly.

[COUNCGIL.)

Hon. G. W. Miles: The experiment has
already been tried at Wyndham, and has not
proved a sucecess there. At Wyndham there is
a desire to adopt the conerete piles.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: We
know that the North-West is a wonderful
place for wool. Last year’s wool clip yielded
41,023,043 Ibs, valued at £3,232,596. The
North-West produced about a fourth of the
wool of Western Australia. It is a fine thing
to be a wool grower nowadays. Those who
are growing wool in this State are the best-off
men in Western Australia.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You will admit that
wool-growing is better than peanut-growing.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member bas peanut-growing on the brain,
I think.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We want to concentrate
on wool-growing more than we do.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes.
It is only a little time since wool buyers
began to come to Western Australia, and
the success of our wool sales is most gratify-

ing.
Hon. J. J. Holmes: All due to private
enterprise.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
believe in private enterprise, and I hope there
will be no interference with private enterprise
in wool. All the encouragment that the
Government can give to private enterprise
will be given. The subject of wool appeals
to me, because thig is one of the best coun-
tries in the world for weol-growing. At
Moola Bulla cattle station we have a tan-
nery, and very soon it will treat from 750 to
1,000 hides annually, In that connection a
new shed is being built at Moola Bulla, and
I think the tannery will work satisfactorily.
In the North-West there is a big demand for
Moola Bulla leather,

Hon. H. Stewart: Are you dyeing the
leather 28 well as tanning it at Moola Bulla?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
think everything is being done there. With
regard to the North-West generally, the posi-
tion is that Western Australia is an enor-
mous territory, and that a large amount of
money is required to develop the South-West,
and indeed =1l the distriets south of the
North-West. With a population such as ours,
it is not possible for us to find the money.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Why notf

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Government are endeavouring to secure the
co-operation of the Commonwealth and Im-
perin] Goveruments towards obtaining the
large sum of money that is necessary for the
development of the North-West, The great
factor in the development of the North-West
is going to be the encouragement of private
enterprise. We must give people with eapi-
tal a chance.

Hon. H. Stewart: That is the advice which
this Chamber gave the Premier last year on
his return from England.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Premier is moving in that direction. Every
encouragement should be given to capitalists
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in the North-West, and I hope that before
long we shall have a glorious territory there.

Hon. J, Nicholson: Get rid of the State
trading concerns.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member is always putiing posers to me.

Hon. J. J. Holines: ¥ou want gamewhere
to send men with eapital, if you do not want
them in the Scuth-West. Apparently yonu
only want people on sustenance allowance
down there.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
the hon. member knew what is being done in
the South-West, he would not speak like
that. The great value of this debate is that
it encourages members to go and see for
themselves. After that they can eome back
here and oppose or support advantageously.

Hon, W. Carrpll: They will say, ‘‘ The half
hath not been told.’’ '

Hon. J, Nicholson: What about the turtle
and dugong fisheries in the North-West?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have endeavoured to say sufficient of the
North-West to satisfy hon. members, T have
not yet referred to the Wyndham Meat
Works. If I do so, I shall ‘*a plain unvar-
nighed tale unfold,’’ and ‘‘nothing extenuate,
nor set down aught in malice,’’

Hon. T. Moore: Is it necessary to do

otherwise?
The MINISTER PFOR EDUCATION :
No. The estimated area under wheat this

vear amounts to the very satisfactory figure
of 1,655,329 acres. The area under oats is
estimated at 297,656 acres, and that wnder
barley at 10,393 acrcs. The estimated wheat
¥ield i3 19,294,176 bushels, representing an
average of 11.7 bushels per nere. It will be
a record year.

Hon. C. F. Baxter:
mier,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I do not say that. T am only placing the
plain faet before members. The estimated
vield for thiz year is 1,057,821 bushels in
excess of the 1915-16 yield, which was a re-
cord at the time. We can safely say, there-
fore, that the people on the wheat arcas are
progressing by leaps and bounds in opening
up their country. I hope they are receiving
the full henefit that they deserve.

Hon., F. E. 8. Willmott: Give them water.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
If the hon. member will refer to tha Loan
Estimates, he will see that provision is made
for water everywhere. The estimated
yield of oats for this vear is 4,218,592
bushels, or an average of 14.2 bushels per
acre. This also is o record. The estimated
¥ield of oats for this year is 1.731.674
busheis ahead of the 1919-20 crop. It is es-
timated that there are 338,522 acres under
wheaten and oaten hay, and the amticipated
yield is 353,713 toms, or, roughly, one fon per
acre.

All due to the Pre-

Sitting suspended from 6.15 1o 7.30 p.m.
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Before tea I was dealing with wheat. Con-
cluding that statement I may say the objee-
tive of the Premier i3 to get a 30 million
bughel return, Om the proapects, the day
when we shall have that bharvest is not far
distant. In the fruit industry, the year has
been notable in many respects. The past sea-
son was not a successful one for the growers.
I, as representing with my colleagues the
Bridgetown district, am very much con-
cerned about the future of the industry. The
arca under orchards and vineyards increased
last year by 1,371 acres, while 134 million
bushels were produced. The export from
Western Australin  amounted to 407,085
bushels. Some thousands of bushela were sent
to the Eastern States. It is gratifying to
those representiug the South-West Province
to know that last year, owing to the efforts
of all in the district, 18,178 bushels of fruit
were exported’ from Bunbury, For many
years past the orchardists of the South-West
have been te an extent crippled by the fact
that they had to send up to Perth all fruit
for export, Therefore, we were very thank-
fu]l when arrangements were made last year
for the shipment of 18,178 bushels of frunit
from Bunbury.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
180,000 bushels.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION :
I agree. Actually those who represent that
district are working in that direction. But
their great concern has been the Bunbury
harbour, where considerable improvements
will have to be effected before fruit cam bhe
exported thence i oompetition with Fre-
mantle. 1In saying that, I am not speaking
apainst Fremantle or any other port, because
in my opinion evry port ought to have its
geographical trade. This is the first season
that Bunbury has obtained some recognition
of its geographical position, and no doubt it
will come fully into its heritage and sccure
its proper trade. Local growers have built
up orchards with a view to exporting the
bulk of their produce to oversea markets.
However, they have found it difficult to com-
pete against the Eastern States in the ean-
ning trade, and comscquently attention has
been turned to the export of fresh fruits to
the world’s markets. A curipus position has
arisen tn the disadvantage of the growers in
this State, The Federal Government decided
upon a Federal pool to which all our growers,
in common with the growers of the other
States, have to give support. However, our
growers get no benefit whatever from that
pool.

Hon, ¥. E. 8 Willmott: Not a penny.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Although our growers, in common with other
Augtralian growers, have to foot the bill.

Hon, H. Stewart: And so have the general
taxpayers.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Yes. It iz hard to find a motive for what is
being done in the Eastern States. We have
no canning works here, and so we get mo

But it ought to be
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advantage from the canning works in the
Eastern Statas, heavily subsidised by the
Federal Government, notwithstanding which
our growers are called upon to shoulder their
share of the large sums loat in receni years
through the Federal canned fruit pool. It
is hard to understand why no sympathy is
extended by the Federal Government to our
growers.

Hon. H. 8tewart: I suppose the State
Government are going to make representa-
tions?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
They are making representations. What 1
hope will be dons for our growers is the
securing of a bonus of, say, one shilling
per ease on all fruit shipped from West-
ern Australia overseas; we might have that as
a subgidy from the Federal Government in
lien of the canning works subsidy in the
Easterp States. I propose to work in that
direction,

Hon, J. J, Holmes: But the Federal Gov-
ernment cannot give preference to one State
as against another,

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
but the assistance being given by the Fed-
eral Government at present is all te the
advantage of the people of the Eastern
States. That being so, I am hoping it will
be recognised by the Federal Government as
a fair thing that our growers should have
this proposed subsidy of 1s. per case on
export fruit,

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: That would he
against the Commonwealth Constitotion,
which provides that there shall be no dis-
crimination between the Stfates.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: But,
although not intentional, the discrimination
existy to-day. I quite realise that the hon.
member is accepted as a eonstitutionat
authoerity.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But there is no dis-
erimination. We get no advantage beecause
we have no canning works,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
agree with that. 1 do not know whether
there is any possibility of eatablishing can-
ning works here, but seeing that there are
none here, we might as well ask for assist-
ance in another form as a quid pro quo.
I regret I cannot say very much to-night
about the gold mining industry, which uon-
fortunately is not as flourishing as it was in
years gone by. The industry has been
Jargely responsible for the splendid position
Western Australia oceupies to-day. The
wonderful wealth of our goldfields in years
gone by astonished the world. The ounly
way in which we can help the industry—
and that will be done—is by granting a re-
duction in the price of water for mining
purposes, and endeavouring to find a way
by which low grade ores ¢an be profitably
worked. I know that that brings to the
front the impertant question of reducing
railway freights, and so giving the goll-
fields necessary equipment at a redueed
price, thereby stimulating the industry.
Some of the richer gold mines have large

[COUNC1L.)

reserves of ore, low grade or high grade as
the case may be. The working of these in
eonjunction produces something worth while,
but if the rich ore reserves be robbed to
any great extent we shall soon come to the
end of our tether. The problem is to enable
the low grade ores to be profitably worked.
If that ean be done it will be greatly to the
interests of the State. I want members
representing the goldfields to understand
that the Government intend to do al! in
their power to assist the industry and to
agsist the prospector, as has been domne
during the last year, The total mineral pro-
duetion of Western Australia, other than
gold or coal, to the 30th June last was
valued at £5,268,781, while the total ¢oal
production to the same date was valued at
£8,653,500. The total gold and mineral
production te the 31st July last was
£158,106,610. During the last financial year
112 prospectors were assisted with equip-
ment and sustepance. They composed 67
new parties. Altogether £7,5600 was spent
in outfitting prospecting parties, and
£62,457 was spent on the development of
mining. Hon. members may say that as
compared with other expenditure that was
a small sum, It is the intention of the Gov-
ernment this year to continue the policy of
assisting prospectors and of cheapening as
far as possible the commodities necessary
to the industry.

Hon. J. Mills: Was that exclusively for
the assistance of gold mining?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am not quite sure about that,

Hon. E. H. Harris; If 30, what was
granted to the other classes of mining?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
see what the hon. member mears, No doubt
that amount covers the whole. Where
possible, if circumstances warrant if, the
necessary expenditure will be forthcoming.
What a wonderful thing it would be for
Western Australia, if only we ecould get
back to the glorions days of the ninetics!
1t is often said that Western Australia has
not been thoroughly prospected. Only the
other day I was reading an acrount showing
that a party of prospectors had gone fo Mt.
Barlee. Although they did not get anything
wonderful, still they found the prospects
very satisfactory.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: There are millions of
aeres of mineral country in the North.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
that is so, and those millions of acres of
mineral country all require thorough pros-
pecting and development. Tt 3s quite
possible that several Kalgoorlies or mines
even richer than those will be found in the
North-West. The estimated revenue of the
railwavs for the current year is £3,025,000
and the estimated expenditure £2,235,000.
The estimated net reveaue is, therefore,
£790,000. The interest echarges amount to
£775,000; so that if thiz estimat~ materialises
there will be a profit of £15,000 this year.
Members know what losses have oreurred in
railway working during the last few years,



[¢ DECEMBER, 1923.] 1765

and how well the railways have been managed
recently, The position is, therefore, one for
congratulation in the case of the Commis-
gioner, his officers and the men engaged in
the service. Loyal service has been given by
the railway men, who are most diligent and
attentive in their duties. No stone has been
left wnturned by the management to keep
the railways working well, It is many years
since there was a profit over working expenses
and interest, but if this forecast is consum-
mated there will then be a profit of £15,000,
a position which will be very creditable to
the railways. .

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That dees not provide
for sinking fund.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No
sinking fund has ever been provided for the
railways. I now come to an interesting state-
ment showing the working expenses of the
railways for the four months ended 31lst Oct-
ober, 1923, as compared with a similar period
for last year. The earnings of the railways
for that period in 1923 were 2£940,753, as
against £910,782 for the same period of last
year. The loss on railwnys for the period
under review has been reduced from £107,830
in 1922 to £44,878 in 1923, an improvement
of £62,952. The position with regard to tram-
ways has also improved. For the first four
months of the current finaneial year, as com-
pared with a similar period for last year,
there is an improvement of £1,147. There is
also an improvement in the Electricily De-
partment of £2,186. Including railways, tram-
ways, and electricity the net improvement
totals £66,285. We may well congratulate
th;):e departments upon this satisfactory re-
sult.

Hon, H. Stewart: Congratulate everyone.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
am not in that mood at all, but when we find
faithful service, such as is shown here, we
should give credit where credit is dee. In
charge of the Electricity Department we have
a splendid man in Mr. Taylor. Some time
ago I criticised him because I wanted certain
thingse dome, such as the generation of elee-
tricity at Collie and other things. Perhaps
I said things about him that were not justi-
fied. He does deserve the commendation of
members, and certainly has the approval of
the Government and hia Minister for the good
work he has done.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: He has perhaps come
round te your way of thinking on the Collie
proposition,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: That
is not why ¥ am giving him eredit. Before
the Commission was appointed I gave him the
credit T am giving bhim to-night. It is grati-
fyinp to me, and must be gratifying to other
members who supported me in the proposition
to eenerate electricity at the pit’s mouth at
Collie, that the Government have appointed
this Cormission. It consists of Mr. Taylor,
Mr. Williamson, electrical engineer, Mr, Wil-
son, M.L.A., the Mayor of Bunbury, the
Mayor of Cellie, and a representative of the

Amalgamated Collieries. These gentlemen are
going thoroughly into the question, Their ap-
pointments have been gazetted, and the meces-
eary funds found to enable them to carry on
their investigations. I am hopeful the thme
is not far distant when a unit will be started
in Collie, and that it will be the nucleus of
# large scheme that will eventually be used
to serve the people of the State. The begin-
ving may be a small one, and may provide
only for the generation of electricity to sup-
ply the Collie mines, and light the towns of
Bunbury and Collie, and be used for general
purposes in the district. In the course of
time the railways in that locality may be elec-
trified, and there will then be no necessity
to alter the steep grades that now exist. This
will mean o saving of a large amount of
monegy. It may then be necessary to bring
the power to Perth, and give the people elee-
tricity at a low priee.

Hon, J. Cornell: The first thing required
is the electrification of the suburban railways,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
East Perth supply could be used for that pur-
pose. I agree that the suburban railwaya
should be the first section of the system elec-
trifiel. There is nothing to stop the Gov-
ernment from bringing this scheme to fru-
ition, and establighing in Collie a large elee-
trical generating plant that will supply cheap
power to the people. In Tasmania, Victoria
and New South Wales progress is being made
along these lines, with great advantage to the
States in question. Western Anatralia will
also progress if the cost of produecing power
can be so reduced as to give the pcople their
electrical requirements at a low cost.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: The only practical man
on the board, Mr. Taylor, was oppogsed to the
Cellie scheme.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Per-
haps when he has gone further into the mat-
ter he will change his mind. He certainly
thinks it requires closer investigation, If he
gees money in it and advantage to the State
he is the man for the undertaking. The Gov-
ernment are concerned about the algae in
the river, and are endeavouring to find out
the caunse of it. Tunds are being provided
to this end and the work is being pone op
with,

Hon. J. Cornell: What about the algae in
the domestic supply?

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION: The
algae in the river is a serious matter, and
its cauvse does not seem to he yet nnderstood.
We hope in the near future something will he
done to purify the river. Tt is a wicked and
sinful thing that this beantiful river shounld
be rendered impure, Never since the septie
tanks were established on Burswood Island
have T bathed in the river. People have a
feeling that the river is mot pure.

Hon. G, W. Milea: That is the cause.

The MIXISTER FOR EDUCATION: I do
oot know. I bathed in the river for many
years, but not since the septic tanks were es-
tablished. If I were offered £50 to-morrow
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morning I would not go into it. That
feeling about the impurity of the river
should be removed, If the septi¢c tanks are
the cause the trouble should be rectified; if
they are not the cause, the minda of people
should be relieved on that score. I hope the
Government will be able to find out how the
trouble is caused, and do what is right to
remedy the position.

Hon, J. Cornell: T hope they do not die
of senile deeay hefore something is done.

The MIN1ISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
policy of the Govermment with regard to
metropolitan water supplies, as outlined by
the Minister for Works, entajls an expendi-
ture of £3,084,000. Tt means building a dam
at Churchman’s Brook with a pipe line to
Perth, a dam at Wongong DBrook, and a
reservoir on the Canning River No. 2 site,
with an additiona] pipe line to Perth. There
are also other works going on for the carry-
ing of watcr to Fremantle, Tt is the desire
of the Government to do this work as quietly
and promptly as possible. It will take some
little time before the seleme is in full work-
ing order, Lut when it is the people of Perth
will he in a fine position. Although fault
has been found with the Minister for Works
over the North Perth water supply. T say
again, ag T said before, the blame cannot be
east upon him, He found the water by bor-
ing, and Lad it been what he expeeted ail
would have been well; but the Almighty was
not good to him and the water that was found
was net quite pure,

Hon. J. Cornell: The Almighty was good.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
water was not as good as was expeeted. The
estimated cost of the work now in progress
to improve the metropolitan water supply is
£380,000. The Melville Park reservoir will
be ready in a fortnight’s time, and the Mt.
Elisa reservoir in March next.

Hon. G, W, Miles: Ts it not a faet that
the King’s Park Board would not give an
arre of ground on which to put a reservoir?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN:
There was some trouble in that direction. A
big reservoir is now teing built there. The
Mt. Hawthorn rescrvoir is complete, and the
24in. main from Cottesloe to IFremantle is
now within a quarter of a mile of the bridge.
Members representing the metropolitan area
may be satisfed that the Govermment are
doing their level best to overcome the diffi-
cultics that obiained last year. The ex-
penditure of £380,006 should go a long way
towards relieving the position. People of
Perth, however, have to exercise caution and
help the Government as much as possible in
the matter of economising in water for gar-
den use. We want to see a city beautifnl
and have flourishing gardens, but the gar-
dens must not flourish at the expense of the
drinking and washing water of the people.
If the water supply is not equal to the de-
mand durirg this summer the people must
eronomise as much as possible.  Members
understand the immigration poliey. It is
a wonderful thing to think of what 350,000
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people are now doing in Western Australia.
I do not suppose there is another community
of that size doing as much, Snding as much
revenue, and developing as much country in
any other part of the world. There are only
about 100,000 men in the State, the others
being womeun and children, but they are
achieving wonderful results. We must ap.
preciate that as the country develops and our
immigration policy becomes more matured,
we shall double or even treble our popula-
tion. 'What a wonderful country Western
Australia will then be! If we only have the
foresight, dctermination, and pluck to work
for that end, it will not be long before West-
ern Australia is one of the most important
parts of the Commonwealth,

Hon, J, W, Kirwan: It is a pity that so
many people are leaving the State!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: But
a good many people are coming to the State.

Tlon. T. Moore: A lot of people with
money are leaving the State and poorer peo-
pi¢ are coming here.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
When T show what is being done in the
Bouth-West and the number of pecple who
are being scttled there, hon. members will
sce that if people are leaving Western Aus-
tralia there are many people who are coming
to the State, It has been said that Western
Australia is overtaxed and that, in conse-
quenee, people are taking their money else-
where. 1 believe it is only a fair thing that
people who have made their money in Western
Avstralia should spend it here as far as is
rossible. The assertion that peaple who make
their moncy here go to the Eastern States
to spend it, shows that that is not a fair
proposition, If we analyse the position,
however, it will be seen that the opnortuni-
ties for the investment of eapital are greater
in Western Australia than in any other por-
tion of the Commonwealth. If hon. members
realised that point and refrained from hark-
ing baek on every ocecasion to the matter of
income tax, they would commence to realise
that Western Australia is the best State in
which to dwell.

Hon, J. W. Hickey: People are hopping
out pretty lively now!

The MIXISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not think they arc.
Hon. J. Cornell: T am sure they are,

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATIOXN: Our
population is inereasing, perhaps not rapidly,
but those people who are coming in now are
coming in to stay. -

Hon. J. Cornell: Over 2,000 people have
left the eastern goldfields within a short
period.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: We
should be able to keep those people in West-
ern Australia, either by placing them on
group setilements or establishing them else-
where.

Haon. J. W. Hickey: But what attempt is
the Government making to do that?



[¢ DECEMBER, 1923.)

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Every effort is being made, and, if necessary,
even greater efforts will be made.

Hon, J. W. Hickey: There are over 1,000
men uvp there waiting to go on the land now.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
do not think the Premier knows that is the
position. i

Hon. J. Cornell: Soon there will be more
ready to be shifted, too.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Hon.
members must realise the progress that has
been made during the last 12 months, and if
there are 1,000 men waiting to go on the land
the Premier is the man to put them there.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: They have asgked the
Qhueens]and Government to provide land for
them,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
did not knew that, I will bring the matter
before the Premier.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: I can show you the
correspondence,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
This shows the advantage of such a diseus-
sion., If there is & weak link in the chain ani
honr. members can point to it, it is the duty
of the Government to strengthen that link
and thus help to build wp Western Australia.

Hon. J. J. Hoimes: It is strange that
there are a thousand men on the goldfields
wanting to go on the land and yet the Gov-
ernment know nothing of it!

Hon, J. W, Hickey: They know about it
all right,

Hon. A. Lovekin: The immigration returns
show what is the position.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
That is so, but I did not know that there were
80 many men on the goldfields wanting to go
on the land. It is the endeavour of t.c Gov-
ernment to put people on the land available
and ready for development. We desire to get
the land ready for settlement, and it 1s cer-
tainly better to place our own citizens on thz
land than that they should drift to the East-
ern States.

Hon. J. W. Hickey: Those people are more
anxious to get land than the Government
are to put them there.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am sorry to hear the hon. member cay that,
because the Government’s policy has for its
main objeet the placing of men on the land.
If the hon. member gives me the particulars
he has, I will go into them to-morrow and see
what can be done.

Hon. J, W. Hickey: I am tired of doing it.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Is not this a matter of
common knowledge?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
did not know of it.

The PRESIDENT: I think hon. mcmbers
are interjecting too much.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
is not the policy of the Mitchell Government
to allow anyone to remain idle.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Are not the Goverament
looking round to see what is happening?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : Of
course they are. The Government can well
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look after themselves, and may be trusted not
to do anything that i not to the advantage
of the State. "The Government will see what
can be done regarding these men if they wish
to go on the land. The position in the Old
Country is extremely interesting. On the 1st
of October last Great Britain had recorded
at her unemployment exchanges 929,100 men,
44,400 boys, 232,000 women and 40,700 girls,
or a total of 1,246,200 individuals represent-
ing idle energy.

Hon. A, Lovekin: That is a reduction by
one-half on the figures of two years ago.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
am pleased to hear that, because it shows that
the position in the Old Country has improved.
These figrres are illuminating, however, and
I place them before hon. members. The
reople who are unemployed in Britain are
losing heart, because they are not hopeful re-
rarding the future. There i3 net very much
ahead of them in the Old Country, Here we

ave land a-aiting development. We have
opportunities for those people. It should be
the objeect of Western Australia to absorb
some of these people who are out of work
in Britain,

Hon. T. Moore: In Britain they have land
that cannot be utilised. The Government are
subsidising the people there to work their
land,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
That is all right.

Hon. A. Lovekin: They took fifty millions
off the income tax and reduced the number
of unemp’oyed by one million.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But that is statesman-
ship!

'I!‘)he MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member will get enough of statesman-
ship when the Taxation Bill is before ua.
The Premier seeks to obtain £10,000,000 from
the Imperial Government witbout interest in
order to encourage land settlement.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why did he not get
that when he was in London?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
When the Premier wag at Home he did work
from which splendid results have been ob-
tained. We have got eheap money which only
costs us 2 per cent.

Hon. T. Moore:
6 per cent.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
we show a-titude in scttling people on the
land in Western Australia, the Imperial Gov-
ernment will be encouraged to extend their
assistance to the Government. Queensland is
the only State that can compare with West-
ern Australia, because it is the only other
State where Jand is available for settlement.
In Wesiern Australia, however, the advant-
ages are far greater. We have more oppor-
tunities, and if the money is made available
hon. members will realise what can be done
here.

Hon, A. Lovekin: Why did not the Pre-
mier ask for £10,000,000 first? It was to be
had.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
that be so, I wish the hon. member had gone

Tt will soon cost the State
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Home. What he says is tantamount to sug-
gesting that the Premier did not do his best
for Western Australia.

Hon. A. Lovekin: My advice is that he
botched the business.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not agree with that statement at all. At
any rate, I must not dwell upon this point.

Hon. J. W, Hickey: No, it is dangerovs.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
There is nothing dangerous about it.

The PRESIDENT: I must ask hon. mem-
bers to permit the Minister to make his
speech. If they do not, we shall be here all
night!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
this money is to be obtained without interest,
we thall provide the land and do the work,
and the eapital and interest will be naid
over a period of years by the success of the
settlers. That is an ideal poliey.

Hon. A. Loveckin: I can show yon where
that was advocated before the Premier went
Home.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Then the hon. member agrees that it is an
exeellent policy, and belicves with me that
if we can get that money without interest it
would pay the British Government to make
it. available. Over a million and a quarter
people in the Old Country cannof secure
work, and instead of the Tmperial authori-
ties providing those individwals with daily or
monthly dales, they should assist in the de-
velopment of the State by sending them out
to us and furnishing us with funds. There
is nothing worse than eharity to break down
and undermine human nature. If the Gov-
ernment. instead of hreaking down the de-
termination and will of their own people by
making available these doles, were to spend
the money in sending the people out to West-
ern JAustralia, great development could take
place.

Hon. T. Moore: That is want we want.

The MINISTER FOR TEDUCATION:
Such 2 policy would enable Great Britain to
save the moncy many times over.

Hon. G, W, Miles: They are prepared to
advance the money if the matter is placed
before them properly.

The MINISTFR FOR EDUCATION: T
believe so,

Hon., A, Lovekin:  And they can reduer
that million and a quarter who are receiving
doles hy further reducing the inecome tax.

The MINISTER TOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member i3 in aecord with me regarding
the policy of the Government. He believes
that the right thing to be done for Weatern
Australia i3 to get the money without
interest over a anumber of years.

Hon. A, Lovekin: The Government conld
have had it from the start.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not think so. As it is, we have done well
with what assistance we reeceived. If we ean
get hetter terms, surely it is right for the
Government to secure them,

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. A. Lovekin: The Premier made a
bad deal for Western Australia, and for
every other State.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is not so. Tn any case we have to be
satisfied with small mereies. As we show onr
aptitude in the settlement of the country by
the employment of peonle from Great Britain,
the eyes of the British Goveroment will be
more and more directed to Western Australia.
When that time comes, the British Govern-
ment, in eommon with the Commonwealth
Government, will give us every possible
agsistance.

Hon. T. Moore: You are net at the merey
of the British Government, surely!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
but we must get money in Australia or Great
Pritain for we cannot develop Western Aus-
tralia without it, and if the British Govern-
ment make available that money it will be to
tte mntual bepefit and advantage of both
Rritain and Australia.

Hon. J. Cornell: You have not explained
whv the ponulation has remained stationary.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: No,
because I do not think it has remained sta-

tionary, T will go into that question to-
morrow and see what the position is. If our
porvlation has remained stationary, then

something is wrong, People are coming to
Western Australin, and if they are leaving
Western Australia in anything like equal
numbers, something must be wrong. We
shonld keep them here. That should be the
policy of any Governmenit. As to the State
trading concerns ——

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is where the Gov-
ernnient  are  hampering  employment, and
hamrerine  imdwratry, and it explaings why
penple are leaving the State.

The MINISTER FOR ENUCATION: The
State tradine concerns rtepresent a heritage
from the Lahour Government, We have to
faer the fact that we have them and we must
do our hest with them.

Tfon. A. Tovekin: You have had a fair
innings with them, too.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: The
y ositinn rrrarding the State trading coneerns
is very difficult.

Hon. .J, W, Hickev:
thing when you see it.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION:
That is one side of the guestion. My views
recarding State trading concerns have heen
plaeed elearly before hon. wembers.  We must
see that the money invested in them is properly
rrotected until Parliament zives us power fo
dispnse of them. We have not that power
at the presert time. We have wa'le good use
of the concerns entrusted to us. and have t-
ree that they are kept in pood order.

Tior. A. Lovekin: Do not the Government
control the position?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIUN: Nn
Parliament confrola it. What is the use of
Afr. Lovekin talking like that! T will not go
into the history of these concerps.

You know a good
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Hon. A. Lovekin: Surely the Government
can bring in a Bill enabling them to dispose
of the concerns.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member knows the policy of the Gov-
ernment, which is that the State trading con-
cerns shal) be disposed of as soon as pos-
gible. The time is not ripe now, and as the
custodians of the invested capital in those
concerns it i3 the bounden duty of the Gov-
ernment to keep them in order.

Hon. A. Lovekin: They have not attempted
to do it yet.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
wish to give members a clear and explicit
statement regarding State frading concerns.
Last year the loss on the shipping service was
£78,757, and the loss since its incepfion has
been £21,118, Members know how that is ae-
counted for.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Yes, by the “‘Kan-
garoo’’ profiteering during the war.

Hon. J. Cornell: At what does she stand
in the books?! Has she heen written down?

The MINTISTER FOR EDUCATION: She
stands at about £300,000.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And she is worth about
£50,000. '

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Implement Works last year showed o loss of
£7,324 and the loss since their ineeption has
heen £39,177, exclusive of £86,161 written off,
the profit and loss account,

1}-lon. J. Cornell: That is not a loss, but a
gift,

Hon. T. Moore: What is the ecapital
valoe of the machinery turned out by the
works?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
shall give that later on. The briekworks last
year showed a profit of £2,232 and the profit
since their ineeption has been £2,765.

Hon. A. TLovekin: Have they paid any
rates and taxes as the other fellow had to de?

The MINXISTER ¥OR EDUCATION: The
quarries last year showed a loss of £911,
making the ftotal less sinee their ineeption
£4,408. Hotels last year showed a profit of
£7,502, or a total profit since their ineeption®
of £61,055.

Hon. J. Cornell:
for prohibition!

The PRESIDENT: I ask members to
allow the Minister to make his statement.
The figures are important. Tf the Minister
addressed the Chair occasionally, he would
get on hetter.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I apologise.

The PRESIDENT: Tt is not your fault,

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION :
The sawmills last year showed a profit of
£62,121, or a total profit sinee their incep-
tion of £148,017.

Hen. T. Moore:
paid for themsslves.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN :
The ferries last year returned a profit of
£476, making a total profit sinee their in-
eeption of £7,873. The Wyndham Meat Works

And still people ery out

Already they have nearly
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showed a loss last year of £88,442, making
the total loss simce their inception £457 723,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And nothing has been
written off for depreciation,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Thus the total loss sinee the inception of
these concerms has been £301,816, plus the
amount written of the Implement Works
£06,161, a total of £397977, .

Hon. T. Moore: That does mnot aeceount
for the deficit by any means.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That is in addition te
the deficit.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The position of the Wyndham Meat Works at
the 31st December, 1922, was as follows:
Liabilitics—general loan funds, £1,014,602
145, 8d.; Treasury and Savinga Bank over-
drafts, £267,F87 Bs. 3d.; sundry creditors (in-
cluding interest owing te Trcasury of £116,
808 16s. 3d.), £131,338 13s. 3d.; total liabili-
ties £1,353,918 14s. 2d. Assets—buildings,
plant and machinery £737,756 9s. 8d.; pro-
ducts and materials on hand, £113,243 7a.
7d.; sundry debters, £40,263 19s. 8d.; sun-
dry items, £4,831 16s, 4d.; total assets,
£896,105 13s. 4d.; balance of liabilities over
asscts £457,723 Os. 10d. The accountas for
the present year have not beea closed; all the
products have not yct been realised upon.

Hon. A. Lovckin: It is useful informa-
tion,

Hon. H. Stewart: I thought you said
£457,723 was the amount of the loss?

The MINISTER FOR FEDUCATION :
The accumulated deficiency is £457,723. Last
vear the loss was £88,442 which ineluded
£76,744 for interest and £1,369 deficit on 1920
roalisation of produets account. The 1923
senson should show a surplus of £3,000 over
working expenses, exclugive of depreciation
and interest. This, I am informed, is a con-
servative estimate, The estimated cash re-
ecipta are £2354535, which allows for re-
alisntion of twe-thirds of the production, The
eash payments during the year ameunted to
£201,931. .

Hon. H. Stewart: What is the estimated
losa on running the works for the year %

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The figures T have just quoted are merely es-
timated cash receipts and payments. The
main items of expenditure in 1923 are:—
Payments _to eattle owners, £114,000;
wages, etc., £65,500; materials, £35,000;
wharfage and handling charges, £6,300;
freight, insurance and commission, £69,600.
The interest for 1983 iz £78,000.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That means you add
£75,000 to the deficiency.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION
During the season 30,418 bullocks were
slaughtered at the works. The average re-
turn to the growers was £3 15s. per head.

Hon, J. Cornell: How many of them came
from Vestey's?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
T do not know. The cattle were not as good
as last year’s, though some of them realised
£5 18s. per head. Some members contend
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that a large amount of depreciation should
have been charged against the works. De-
preciation has never been eharged against the
undertaking, but heavy maintenance costs
have been debited to operating expenses. No
sinking fund has been provided.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Depreciation on freezing
works is very heavy.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I myself have argued that.

Hon. A. Lovekin: So that when you put
the assets against liabilitics you ought to
make a good allowance for that.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I am doiag the best I can. The manager
of the works, Mr. McGhie, is an excellent
man, There is nothing in the trade he does
not understand., He is keen and earnest, and
saves money in directions that members would
scarcely crodit.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Does he approve of
the Sheed, Thomson agency?

Hon. A. Lovekin: He sayg “My Friend
Sheed,*’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Members must make allowance for the war
period, the heavy freights, and the adverse
conditions obfaining at Wyndham. We are
endeavouring to get freights reduced. TE
the meat market recovered to the extent of
only a balfpenny per pound, Wyndham
would be a paying concern. We have been
unfortunate in that the price of meat has
kept so low, angd there is no silver kning to
the cloud. High wages have to be paid af
Wyndham. T do not say they are too high;
people working in that foeality must be well
paid. Al we can do is to keep the works
going until the happy day comes when we
ean sell them to someone else and recoup
the State.

Hon. J. Cornell: There are a lot of happy
days ahead.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : If
the works had not been started it would
have been a serious matter for the cattle
growers. Their cattle must have been
brought to Perth, and that would have seri-
ously affected the market prices to growers
down here. During 1919 the works were not
operated, and £44,000 had to be advanced to
the East Kimberley cattle growers. All
things considered, members must be satis-
fied that the best course was adopted last
year when the Government decided to
operate the works. The position this year
is better, and we hope that before all the
meat is sold, the price will have Inereased
and the loss will prove to be less heavy
than we expect at present.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Would not the growers
gel, the benefit of any increase in the price?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
growers would get the bulk of the benefit,
but the State would get a small benefit,

Hon. G. W. Miles: The growers get a
bonus from the Federal Government on all
eattle exported.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
but I do mot koow whether that will be
continued next year. When framing loan

[COUNCIL. |

proposals care must be exercised that the
money borrowed is expended on works that
will return interest and sinking fund. We
admit that capital invested in the Wynd-
bam Meat Works has been lost. Now when
money is hard to get, and intevest rates are
high, the Government must see that the
money expended produces the best results.
The headings of loan expenditure are (1)
money loaned to individuals; (2) Money re-
quired for special areas for such works as
metropokitan water supply for which the
residents pay; (3) money expended on
public utilities that will pay, and (4) money
for roads, bridges, buildings, ete., that do
not show auy direct return, The Appropria-
tion Bilt provides for advances to indivi-
duals to the extent of £2,039,500. On this
sum borrowers will pay the interest and
eventnally will repay the loan. That seems
a safe investment., A lot of it will be
loaned to farmers in the wheat belt.

Hon. A. Lovekin: They all pay, I suppose?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Not
all; we must lose a little for the time
being, but eventually the property will re-
turn the amount of the advanee. Works in
special areas (interest and sinking fund
covered by rating and charges) amount to
£858,930; public utilities—those that will
earn interest and sinking fond—£959,439;
roads, drainage, building, ete.—from which
we get a return by way of taxes—£261,176.

The total loan proposals amount to
£4,474,085 including last year’s Loan
Suspense  Account of £271,217. Last

year we spent from loan funds £3,660,514.
Of that amount 65 per cent. was devoted to
agricultural development. The net loan in-
debtedness of the State on the 30th June
last was £49,704,803, and the gross loan
indebtedness £58,485,854. The sinking fund
amounts to £8,781051. Against our loan
indebtedness we have invested in revenue
earning concerns £44,025,000, so that practi-
eally there is only a matter of four millions
that is not covered by good investments.
The position, therefore, cannot be said to
be too bad.

Hon, A. Lovekin: You would not like to
take the assets at the price.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: My
word T would.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Wyndbham Mea$
Works, too?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
and the Wyndham Meat Works.

Hon., A, Lovekin: I would Jike to see the
financial institution that would take them.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
repeat that our Joan money generally speak-
ing is well invested. Our aim is to spend
money on production so that the publie
utilities may he used and made to pay,
Since 1919 we have spent £7,359,651 on
agricultural development and the result hag
been that the loss or public utilities, which
amounted to £630,000 in that year, was re-
duced to £250,821 in 1922-23. It is estimated
that that loss will be further reduced to
£150,000 this year. The recovery of the
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publie utilities indieates that loan money
has been wisely spent. This expenditure
bas had the effect of giving the people a
good heart. We must borrow money if we
are right up against it, While we are in
that position we must keep on borrowing
and if the borrowed money is wisely spent,
we must have development and advance-
ment. )

Hon. A. Lovekin: How much loan money
has gone into public utilifiea?

The MINISTER FCR EDUCATION: I
have told the hou. member that 65 per cent.
of it was spent in agricultural development.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: Al the time you are
borrowing, the indebiedness is becoming
heavicr and heavier, Ten years ago the in.
debtedness was £85 per head and to-day it
is £142,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
we get info a better financial position, we
will be able to pay off our indebtedness. We
shall certainly do that as the country pro-
gresses.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And as the population
grows.,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In-
stead of having 350,000 people we shall have
a million.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: The indebtedness is
increasing in greater proportion than the
population.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
When we get people eoming here earncestly
and seriously to develop the North-West and
the South-West, and when the potentialities
of Western Australia are recognised, we shall
become o State of great importance.

Hon. A. Lovekin: A few millions have
already been spent and the people have not
come in at a very rapid rate.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
railway proposals that are included in the
Loan Bill arc of long-standing anthorisation,
except perhaps the Pemberton-Denmark line
and the Piawaning North line, Provision is
also made for aequiring more rolling stock
for the railways, for the reason that the agri-
enltural activities demand it. Some money
has becn provided on the Estimates for the
harbours at Fremantle, Geraldton, and Bun-
bury. The amount set down for Fremantle
is over £31,000. The idea is to deepen the
entrance and generally improve the position
so that vessels of deeper draught may enter
in safety. The improvements at Geraldton
have heen well worked out. Dredging at
Albany has been completed.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The harbour there is
deeper inside than it is ontside.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
did not know that. With regard to Bunbury
harbour I do not know that I can say too
mueh except that it js silting up. The Pre-
mier js making provision for properly at-
tending to improvements there.

Hon, 6. W, Miles: Are you going to keep
on tinkering with the harbour at Bumbury?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Government propose to carry out improve-
ments there.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are you speaking for
the Government now?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am speaking for the Government to-night
except, perhaps, in respect of onme or two
words that may slip out, and I shall ask hon.
members to take no notice of them.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You had better tell us
what they are.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
FPremier is concerned about the Bunbury har-
bour and he has given it considerable thonght.
The difficul®y is to know what to do there.
The Premier has always said that ag the
South-West devcloped, the Bunbury harbour
must be improved.

Hon. J. Cornell: What about the Esper-
ance harbour?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION-
That, too, will be necessary when the line
goes through. When it is necessary to do
anything, the Government will do it.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Are you speaking for the
Government now?

The MINISTER FQR EDUCATION: The
hon. member eau be quite sure that when it is
necessary for anything to be domne, it shall
be done,

Hon. J. Cornell: The Esperance harbour is
negessary now.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
will not bind the Government to do any work
at Bunbury or at‘any other harbour. I can
tell the House that Bunbury harbour is to
be dredged and made fit to accommodate the
shipping that will requirc to use it in the
near future. The Premier is cvolving a
seheme to bring this about.

Hon. H. Stewart: Did you say the Premier
wasg evolving the scheme?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes.

Hon. H. Stewart: Will he not consult en-
gincers?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Al-
though the Premier is a very able man, I do
not supposc he professes to be an cngineer.
He is making the necessary inguiries and will
beecome possessed of the information that
will enable him to arrive at a decision as to
what should be done at Bunbury. It would
not be right for me to conclude without mak-
ing some reference to the group scttlements
and to espress an opinion on the work heing
done there from a knowledge obtained by
vigiting the settlers. 1 am glad to note the
enthusiasm they are displaying in their un-
dertakings. During the last winter wmonths
it was a dreadful thing to travel in amonest
socme of the group settlements. As a matter
of faet some of them were inaecessible. The
time was ot available to permit of the proper
macadamised roads bcirg made during the
sommer months. The settlers cheerfully bore
the disybilities and now they are well satis.
fied with what has been done, and the Gov-
ernment are seeing to it that the conditious
of these people are made as comfortable as
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possible. Al that ‘we réquiré from the group
settier is faith in the work he is doing and
faith in the settlement policy and a deter-
minativn to work, The Premier, who is in
charge of the scheme, is not going to give
ecountenance to any man who will not work,
He deeclavres that the Government will do
their share provided the group settlers will
do theirs likewise. Thosé people are doing
it and personnily I Eknow of no instance,
although there may be some, in which the
group settlers are not endeavouring to earry
out what they undertook to do. The organi-
sation in connection with the group settlers
is very good indeed. There are different
officers looking after differemt sections,
It ia easy to find out what is going
on, and the Premier has his finger on
the pulse of the scheme all the time, He
has only to toveh his bell, and he will find
out just what is going on and what the ex-
penditure is. If hon. members knew the won-
derful organisation that exists, they would
agrec that there is nothing to fear regarding
the scheme.

Hon. . Stewart: 1t is more assured than
Kendenup.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Kendenup was absolutely unfortunate. I he-
lieve it i8 a beautiful settiement capable of
being satisfactorily worked, There must have
been some mismanagement. We are hopefnl
that those who have borne the heat and bur-
den of the day at Kendenup will yet reap
their reward. I trust that the outcome of the
Royal Commissioner’s inquiry will be some-
thing of a tangible nature to be done for
the Kendenup settlers.

Hon. A. Burviil: Reduce the price of the
land.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
There are 86 group settlements, on which
there are 1,628 settlers, representing a popu-
lation of 6,000 men, women and children, The
expenditure at the 31st Oetober, 1923, wns
£637,212, apart from expenditure on roads.
On roads there has been expended £58,3832,
which I may inform Mr. Nicholson, who has
interested himself in this phase of the sub.
ject, is nationul expenditure, and will not be
charged up against the group settlements.
The Governments will not load up the group
settlers with expenditure on roads which are
absolutely essential in order that the group
settlements may develop.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: How mueh of the
£637,212 has been expended on the Peel
estate?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
From memory, I shonld say more than
£300,000. 1 shall be glad to give the figures
to-morrow.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And do you stil! antici.
pate settling peoplc on the land for less than
£1,000 a man?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Ax
about £1,000 a man.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Can you say what 1s
the number of acres cleared on the Peel ey~
tate?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
will find that out too. The groups are rapidly
reaching the producing stage. Tbey will go
in for dairying and pig-raising, root crops,
and fat stock, and, later, fruit, tobaceco, hops,
and other products which can be satisfactorily
grown in the South-West,

Hon. J. J, Holmes; To how many have you
actually handed over the blocks?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not know the figures.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I do not think there are

any.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Oh,
yes, there are! T know of several myself,
There are a considerable number.

Hon. H. Stewart: Has sustenance been dis-
continued in those cases?

The MINISTER TFOR TFDUCATION:
That is the poliey.

Hon. H. Stewart: I asked, not for the
policy, but for the fact.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
think it is the faet. I know it is the policy.
I know also what is at the back of the hon,
member’s mind. He thinks the 10s. j.er day
will go on. If a settler wanted another 12
months to make good, I would give him the
108. every time; and [ believe that is the
policy of the Government. When the group
settler gets his land partly eleared, and gets
a cow and a pig or two, and has his honse
built, he is supposed to fend for him-elf.
Some men can fend for themselves under any
conditions and suecceed, brt others are not s0
adaptable and require a little more nurturing
and assistance to make good.

Hon. H. Stewart: The personal eqration.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes,
It is interesting to know that the group set-
tlers are doing so well. It is certainly the
best scheme within my knnwledge. I do not
think that anywhere in Australia ome ean find
a scheme that is so much in the interests of
the State and for the good of mankind gen-
erally.

Hon, J. Cornell: It differs very little from
the old Victorian village settlement scheme.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Per-
haps not, but I do noi kmow that the Vie-
torian scheme wasg very successful. Tf this is
a good scheme, let us continue it, and not
only in the South-West, but in the North-
West too. We know that in the North-West
latonr and all other eosis are very high; and
if we can get community settlement there,
and induce the people to join together for
the purpose of parnering their crops and so
gsaving labour eosts, the gronp settlemni
scheme will be just as sucessful in the North.
West as in the South-West, With regard to
soldier settiement, Agrieltvral Bank ap-
provals up to date exceed £5,180.000. That
money has mnot all been srent, but it renre-
sents the total of aprroved loans up to date.
Purther we have 1687 qualifiedl azpplicants
waiting for land. but many of these anplica-
tions are not ‘‘live.”’ T hope the position
in regard to settlement of soldiers on our



[¢ DecEmBER, 1923.]

lands will be considered satisfactory. With
regard to markets, it has been said that the
difficulty will be to dispose of all the wonder-
ful things we are geing to produce in West-
ern Australia. I have here a return for the
year 192223 showing—

Values of certain agricultural produce,
fruit, vegetables, wine, live stoek, farmyard
and dairy produce, ete., imported into West-
ern Australia, .

The return shows that of wheat, barley, oats
and so forth we imported £218,414 worth, of
fruit and
live stock £186,454¢ worth, of farmyard,
dairy and other produce £964,601 worth.
Then there is a eolumn of miscel-
laneous articles of which we imported
£851,682 worth, The total amount is
£2,609,798, most of which can be and should
be produced in Western Australia. These
figures are a direet answer to those who were
saying that there is no market. Let us over-
take our own market, and in the eourse of
doing 8¢ let us gradually work up markets
outside Western Australia, markets in Eng-
land and in other parts of the world., Above
all let us see, as a State and aa part of the
Commonwealth, that the right article is sent
in the right condition.

Hon. 3. W, Miles; We have sent £30,000
worth of potatoes to New South Wales.

Hon. J, J, Holmes: And the grounp settlers
get their vegetables from Perth three times a
week.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
am sorry to hear that, but it is all the better
for my argument, as showing, that the market
ie there on the group settlements. I thank
hon, members most sincerely for bhearing with
me through the long time I have found it
necessary to speak. It has been a pleasure
to me to place before them as far as I am
able the financial position of Western Aus-
tralia, and also to enlarge, I hope sufficiently
to satisfy hon. members, on the development
of Western Australia and its various aetivi-
ties. I believe truly and honestly that the
present Premier is working in the right direc-
tion. I hope he has the support of members
of this House in the work he is doing. If
any hon, member is dissatisfied or has any
fault to find, now is the time for him teo
speak. By speaking now, he may perhaps
prevent mistakes being made in the future.
It is a pleasure to me to listen to hon. mem-
bers and to learn from them., We all wish
for the prosperity of the State. The time is
not far distant, I believe, when under the
davelopment policy of the Covernment the
clouds will be lifted from Western Anstralia.
T am satisfied that with the abiding confidence
of the people of this State in their own coun-
try, we shall reach the goal of contentment
and prosperity. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read & second time.

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes debate
adjourned. .

vegetables £316,195 worth, of .
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BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT,

Received from the Assembly, and
first time, 7 read a

BILL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate from 29th November.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commiltee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the
Minister for Education in ¢harge of the Bill

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
New Clause:
Hon, J. NICHOLSON; I move—

That the following be added to stand as
Clause §: ‘“Amendment of Section 7?8.
Subsection (4) of Section 73 of the prinei-
pal Adct is amended by inserting afier the
word ‘duty,’ in the second line, the words
‘or refund any such duly oalready paid on’;
and by ingerting after the word ‘property,’
in the fourth line, the words ‘or any con-
veyance on the purchase of property.’*’

In Subsection 4 of Section 73 of the principal
Act it is provided that the Treasurer may
exempt from ad valorem duty any deed of
gift or settlement for the purposes of a pub-
lic park, a university, or a charitable institu-
tion. That section was inserted to cover
transfers granted for educational or charitable
purposes. Rut it was overlooked at the time
that it left patriotic bodies liable for the
payment of stamp duty. An instance has
arisen in which three such bodies have been
called upon to pay stamp duty on the pur-
chase of a property as & home for maimed
and limbless soldiers, those bodies being the
Red Cross Saciety, the War Council, and the
State Children’s Empire League. The pro-
perty has been transferred to one of the
trustes eompanies to be held in trust. The
Minister for Edueation has been consulted
on the matter, and has accepted the proposed
new clanse drafted by the Crown Law au-
thorities to meet the position.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I have no objection to the new clanze. 1
congratulate the patriotic bodies alluded to
on the fine work they have done in providing
a home for the maimed and limbless men.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: 1Is the hon. mem-
ber sure that the new eclause will attain his
object?

‘Hon. J. Nieholson: Na. It iz left in the
hands of the Colonial Treasurer.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Some time ago, Mr.
Harry Boan and I had an experience with
the purchase of Keane's Point,. We were
called upon to pay £60 stamp duty on the
transfer, The Treasurer said he would re-
fund the money. However, when it came to
be refunded, we were charged £10 for office
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expenses. I am wondering how much the
Treasurer will stick to for office expenses in
this latest instance.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The new elause merely
authorises the Colonial Treasurer to refund
‘*any such duty already paid.”’

New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

RBill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Read a third time and returned to the As-
sembly with an amendment.

BILL — PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS AND
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES LANDS IM-
PROVEMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
of the debate from 29th November.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ele.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the re-
port adopted.

Third Reading.
Read a third time and passed.

BILT—GENERAL LOAN AND IN-
SCRIBED STOCK ACT COXNTIN-
TVANCE. :

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOX (Hon.
J. Bwing—South-West) [9.14] in moving the
seeond reading said: This is a short Bill
fixing the rate of interest for the coming
year. Authority was obtained last session,
fixing the maximum rate of interest at six
per cent. Thig authority is limited to the
31st December, 1923. Therefore, it is neces-
sary to submit this continuance Bill, other-
wise on the 31st of this month we should
revert to the rate of four per cent. fixed by
the parent Act in 1910. Fach amending Bill
has been for a period of onc year only. The
Bill provides for the continuance of the rate
of six per cent. until the 31st December,
1924. At a recent Premiers’ conference it
was decided that the rate of interest shonld
be fixed at 5 per cent. It was then found
impossible to secure money in Australia at
that rate,

Hon, E. H. Harris:
since then.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIONXN :
Yes. On the Notice Paper for some time ap-
peared a Bill which had ¢come from another
place providing for a rate of § per cent.
That Rill was discharged, and this one, which
is simply a continnance Bill from last session,

It has been found

t
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takes its place. The reason why that Bill
was discharged was that the money could not
be obtained in Australia at 5 per cent., and it
was necessary to amend the rate to 6 per
cent.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Why is it 5 per cent. in
Virtoriat

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
They should be able to get it at 4% per
cent. in that State.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Which State broke the
agreement not to pay more than 5 per eent?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
It is difficult at present to get money from
the Old Country at a satisfactory price, be-
cause the rate of exchange is against us. It
would be more satisfactory to us if we could
get money from FEngland, beeause there is
a large amount available there at eall, but
it eanpot be done under exigting conditions.
Tt has been found necessary, in order to re-
deem a loan that falls due in January next, to
issue a loan in Australia. That loan is now
on the market, The money wili be free of the
State and Federal taxation.

Hon. I. W. Kirwan: Will this 6 per cent.
anply only to money used for redemption
purnoses?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The 6 per cent. will apply to any money that
is borrowed. That is the maximum, and if
we can get it at 5 per cent. we shall do so.
Tt cannot be ohtained in Australia at present
at 5 per eent.

Hon. A. Lovekin: What ia the interest on
the overdraft of the London and Westminater
Bank?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The pogition at present iz adverse to West-
ern Australia so far as leans from England
are concerned, and it has been found better
ard cheaper to get the money in Australia.
When the rate of exchange improves we may
be able to get larger loans from the Old
Country. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A, Lovckin, debate
adjourned.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES.
Second Reading.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. J. Ewing—Sonth-West) [9.20] in
moving the second reading said: This Bill

applies to Darlington and Donnybrook. Dar-
lington has not a centrally situated recrea-
tion ground. The Government desire to as-
sist the residents there in acquiring one. Re-
serve No. 6922, hatched in red on the plan as
a public park. is not suvitable for recreation
purnoses. It is proposed to szll the southern
half of that reserve, which is worth from £20
to £25 an acre, and to apply the proceeds in
acquiring 8% acres on what is known as the
Darlington vinevard estate. The estate it is
proposed to purchase adjoins two aeres al-
ready purchased by the local progress asso-
ciation for recreation purpeses. This will
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give the community 10% acres of land cen-
trally situated for the purposes required. The
road board has no objection to the arrange-
ment, and is satisfied in the interests of Dar-
lington and the recreation of the people that
thig should be done. Donnybrook reserve 136
is coloured red om another plan. This was
a sehool site. Unfortunately the school was
burnt down. Anmnother school site was ac-
quired, and a very fne buliding has been
erected upon it. This reserve, on which the
old school stood, was gazetted as a Class A
regerve, and the fact was overlooked that the
school quarters were situated on it, and were
intact. The necessity now arises for excising
portion of the reserve on which the guarters
stand, in order that the Edueation Depari-
ment may have the use of them, the re-
mainder still being a reereation reserve. I
know Donnybrook very well. Why the exist-
ence of the school quarters on the reserve was
overlocked iz rather astonishing. This Hill
will reetify that omission. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without ameddment, and the
" report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—VETERINARY SURGEQONS ACT
AMENDMENT,

S8econd Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{Hon. J. Ewing—South-West) [2.25] in
moving the second reading said: This is a

* Bill which should commend itself to members,
hecanse it is designed to do something that
will be of benefit to country districts. The
Veterinary Surgeons Act of 1911 regulates
the practice of veterinary surgery, and also
provides for the establishment of a Veterin-
ary Surgcons’ Board. Mr. Rose, I think, has
been 2 member of that board. Difficulties
have arisen which could not be overcome be-
cause of the lack of legislation emabling the
board to do certain things. The board is
permitted to register only these persons who
possess the gualifieations set out in Seetion 21
of the Aet. Experience has shown that the
gervices of qualified veterinary surgeons are
very much needed in outlying country dis-
tricts. The position has caused comsiderable
disability to settlers, hence the neeessity for
the Bill. There are men capable of treating
ailing animals residing in these ouflying dis-
tricts, and the Bill is brought in to enable
something to be done to enable them to re-
ceive fees for the services they render. The
principal Act debars them from accepting
such fees, and they have to render assistance
in an honorary capacity. These men are
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doing good service for the settlers and possess
considerable veterinary koowledge. They
ghould not be precluded from reeeiving fees if
qualified surgeons are not available. Veteri-
nary advice should be readily available to all
settlers. "There are many gettlers living a
considerable number of miles away from
townships, who have not the opportunity of
getting the advice of such pergons. This Bill
will remove such an outstanding disability.
It is desired to empower the board to issue
permits to persons capahble of attending ail-
ing animals. This amending Tegislation will
not interfere with the rights of gualified sur-
geons who may live in these outlying dis-
tricts,. The man whe will come within the
scope of the Bill must be 30 miles away
from a properly registered and qualified vet-
erinary surgeon. Authority is given to gnaul
any permit in cases where a qualified man
starts practising in a town. If a man is able
to do the work and is appointed under this
Biil, and i3 30 miles away from a properly
qualified and registered man, e will be en-
titled to earry on his work, but if a properly
qualified man, with the necessary diplomas,
establishes himself within 30 miles of the
other man, the latter will have $o cease prac-
tising, because it would be in contravention
of the provisions of this Bill that he should
continue, There is no disability placed upon
the man who now possesses his diplomas. In
addition, the Bill provides that returned sol-
diers who prior to the war served for three
years in the veterinary hospital, shall alse be
registered. The Bil! will considerably reduce
illegal practices, and will prove helpful in the
country districts, T move—

That the Bill be now read e second lime.

. On motion by Hon. J. Dufell, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—LOAN (£3,763,000).
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{Hon. J. REwing—South-West) [9.32] in
moving the second reading said: I do not
intend to make a speech in placing this Bill
hefore hon. members. I have said all T can
on the finances when addressing myself to
the Appropriation Bill. This Bill merely
authorises the borrowing of certain moneys.
The manner in which the money is to be ex-
pended is clearly shown in the Appropriation
Bill, which is now before members for their
approval or non-approval. I need hardly say
more than that the time is opportune for
passing the Bill I ask hon. members to
allow the Bill to go through because it is in
ghe interests of the State that they should
0 §0.

Hon. H. Stewart: The time is not oppor-
tune to get money out.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
hon. member knows the position thoreughly.
I move—

That the Bill be now read 6 second lime,
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Hon. J, W, EIRWAN (South) [9.33]: In

formally seeonding the motion for the second
reading, I take exeeption to the casual way
in which the Leader of the House placed the
Bill before members, and said it was only to
permit the Government borrowing £3,763,000.
The mere borrowing of such a large sum of
money in view of the population of the State
and the effect this has on the State’s indebt-
edness, seems to me a eerious matter. Fur-
thermore, we have only just passed a Bill
authorising the Government to borrow money
at the enormous rate of 6 per cent.

The Minister for Education: If hon. mem-
bers do not wish to assist the Government on
this point that is their concern. I have
already told members that the interests of
the State are involved in this Bill.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I am endeavouring
to place before members the seriousness of a
Bill to borrow such a large amount. That is
all T wish to do. I do not desire to delay
business, but I want the Council to clearly
understand what we are doing, The Govern-
ment are asking for permission to borrow this
huge sum of money. We have just author-
ised borrowing at 6 per eent. There are one
or two faets that ought to be taken into ac-
eount. In 1916-17 the total amount borrowed
for the year was but £855,000. During the last
four vears the loan indebtedness of the State
has been enormously increased. In the period
covering the years 1919-20, 1920-21, 1921-22,
and 1922-23 3t has been increased to an ex-
tent that T do not think is realised in West-
ern Australia. During that period we bor-
rowed something like £11,000,000 at an un-
wsually high rate of interest, and now we are
asked to authorise an additional loan of
£3,700,000. A little while ago the Minister
was talking about getting £10,000,000 free
of interest.

The Minister for Education:
way to get it!

Hon, J. W, KIRWAX: If the Goverument
can get it, it will be remarkable. Almost
immediately afterwards, however, we passed
a Bill guthorising the Government to borrow
money at 6 per cent.

The Minister for Education:
totally different.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAX: I admit that is so,
but still one cannot ignore the fact. While
the Minister was speaking, I referred to how
the per capita indebtedness of the State was
inereasing so much more than oiir population.
Ten years apo, as I indicated by way of
interjection, the per capita indebtedness was
only £83 17Vs. 2d. for every man, woman,
and child in Western Australia. At that
time we vegarded that as a tremen-
dous amount. To-day {hat per capita net
indebtedness is far exceeded, and stands
at the enormous total of £142 9s. 64d.
When we take this matter into consideration,
we must also have regard to the per eapita
indebtedness of the residents of Western
Australiz in econnection with the Common-
wealth. The indebtedness of the people of
Western Australia on account of the Com-

That is the

But that was
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monwealth ia £74 14s, Thus if we add the
two items, we get the heavy per -capita
indebtedness for the State and the Common-
wealth of £217. That is a staggering figure.
If we take into account that in a family
in Western Australia where the bread-winner
is responsible for five people—that is to
say, for a wife and three children in addi-
tion to himself—we find that the per capita
indebtedness of such a wage earner stands
at £1,085. The astounding feature is

that although the Government are pro-
ceeding  with  their immigration poliey
and bringing out numbers of people
te the State, our population, unfortun-

ately, is not inereasing as it should. If
the Governmeut were successful in the en-
deavour to adjust matters by bringing out a
large number of people, and so reducing the
per capita indebtedness, the position would be
brighter. 1 have some figures, however, the
significance of which I do not think is pro-
perly realised. For the Jast four years the
assisted or nominated immigrants brought out
to Western Australia by the Government
totalled 13,931. The excess of arrivals over
departures for that period represenis a total
of only 5,154

Hon, J. J. Holmes: It does not represent
the excess of births over deaths,

Hon. J. W, KEIRWAN: That shows clearly
that while immigrants have been brought in,
the inereased population of the State by
immigration, apart from the excess of births
over deaths during the four years, is but
5,154.

The Minister for Education: Could not the
hon. member say all this on the Appropria-
tion Bill, and let us pass this measure?

ITon. .JJ. W. KIRWAXN: T{ was becauge of
the easual rcmark of the Minister regarding
a Bill authorising the borrowing of £3,700,000
that I am mentioning these faets.

The Minister for Education: The hon. mem-
ber eanuot expeet me to give the foll reason -
for so doing. I said the eovrse I suggested
was in the interests of the State.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I am only protest-
ing because of what I regard as the indiffer-
ence of the Government regarding the finances
of the State generally.

The Minister for Education: The Govern-
ment are concerned resarding the finanees
whieh necessitate the Bill.

Hen, T, W. XIRWAN : The price of money
is getting higher and higher. That is indi-
eated by the Bill we have jost passed. This
is a serious thing, and should not be spoken
of lightly as though it were only a trivial
matier.

Hon. H. Stewart: What Bill do vou refer
to when yon say we have passed one author-
iging borrowing at 6 per cent.?

Hon. J. W, KIRWAX: The Bill we passed
a few minutes ago regarding inscribed stock.

Hon. H. Stewart: But the debate on that
Bill was adjourned!

Hon. A. Lovekin: T secured the adjourn-
ment of the debate.
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Hon. J. W. KIRWAN: I thought that Bill
was passed. We have put through zo many
with such rapidity that I thought that Bill
wag one of them. I thank the hon. member
for correcting me on that point. However,
it does not affect my argument, I thor-
oughly arprove of the immigration policy of
the Government, but I desire to point out
that while the Government have brought in
13,931 assisted or nominated immigrants, the
excess of arrivals over departures for the
period I referred to was only 5,154 It

is clear that while many immigrants
are being brought into the State, large
numbers of people are alse leaving it.

Hence our high per capita indetedness, A
Bill authorising such enormous expenditure
ought not to be allowed to pass without some-
one sounding a note of warning and impress-
ing vpon members what it really means to
centinae the heavy borrowing policy on which
the Government have embarked.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—JURY ACT AMENDMENT,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; Hoen,
J. W, Hickey in charge of the Bill,

Clause 1 agreed to.

Clause 2—Provisions applicable to fac-
tories where lead, arsenie, ete., are used:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That Subsection 1 of the proposed new
section be deleted.

This is an amendment of the Factories Act,
and the places where compounds of lead are
manufactured become factories under the
Act.  Subsection 1 provides for regulations
to preseribe 4 standard of efficient ventila-
tion, but Section 63 of the Aect contains a
more valuable provision, It says-—

A factory or any portion thereof shall
be ventilated so as to render harmlers, as
far as practicable, all the gases, vapours,
dust and imprrities generated therein, and
in the apinion of the Chief Inspeetor in-
jurious to health, and shall contain such
amount of window or light area for each
workman as an inspector shall in each ease
determine; provided such window or light
arca shall not be less in proportion than
one-tenth of the fioor area.

Seetion 134 makes provision for sanitation of
shops and warchouses, and shops include fac-
toriea, Soction 144 provides irredueible mini-
mum penalties of 10a. for a first convictien
and £2 for any subsequent conviction. The
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Bill is more moderate, as the fine may be any
amount under £5. The white lead indnstry
is a harmful one that is absolutely prohibited
in France, and some harsh provisions are
required to protect the workers. The exist-
ing Act provides much better protection than
does the Bill.

Hon. J. W. HICEEY: I see no objection
to the amendment.
Amendment put and passed

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:
ment—

I move an amend.

That in Subsestion 2 of the propesed
new section the words ‘‘where lead, ar-
senie, or any olher poisoncus substance is
uged’’ e struck out, and the words ‘fwhile
lead, red lead, litharge, or other compounds
of lead, mercurial or arsemica! preparations
are manufactured or produced’’ inserted
in liew.

On the second reading Mr. Hickey admitted
that this provision was intended to apply to
factories where white lead or compounds of
tead were manufactured. ‘‘Lead’’ might be
construed to inelude the solder that a plumber
or farmer uses, a capsule on a bottle, or the
type used by a printer. The wholesale
chemist manufactures lysol and other poison-
ous sobstances, but no oue would Arsam of
applying the measure to those things. It
will be noted that I suggest the word *‘pro-
duced’’ instead of *‘‘used.’’ Otherwise the
farmer that wanted to paint his eart wheel
might he bronght under the Act becanse he
would be using red lead or white lead. Lith-
arge is really white lead, but it contains an-
other voluime of oxygen and is lighter.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: I move an amend-
ment— ’

That all the words after ‘used’’ in line
3 of paragraph (b) be struck out.

If the amendment be passed, the occupter
ghall rot allow any cmployee to take a meal
in any reom in which lead substances are
used. Scientific and medical opinion shew it
is harmful for any cmployee working in a
lead factory to partake of a meal therein.
Dr. Baw told us the greatest danger arose
not from ingestion of lead by imeans of
food, but from inhaling it. For 40 ycars I
have heen associated with stereotyping
rooms where lead plays an important part.
The worst that can be done in the interests
of the employees in this business is to let
them bave a meal anywhere near the faetory.
It iz unfair to call on the employer to put
up a separate mcal room; it is far better for
the employees, whom I desire to proteet, to
have their wash and change, and go away
from the factory and obtain their meal in a
different atmos] here.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: I appreciate Mr.
Lovekin's desire to tighten up the Bill a
little. I raised mo objection to the other
omendments, but this one I eannot support,
It is admitted that it is dangerous and -
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against the interests of public health that the
employees should have their meals on the
premises wherein they are employed. But I
point out that this partieular factory is om
the beach and almoest half way to Rocking-
ham, and there is no shelter anywhere away
from the factory. If the employees are com-
pelled to have their meals away from the fac-
tory they will be obliged to go to Fremantle.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Are we legislating for
one factory?

Hon: J. W, HICKEY: Yes, in this in-
stancc. Wi must not lag behind the old
covntry in a manner such as this, T strongly
oppose the amendment.

Hon. A, LOVEEKIN: YFollowing on Mer.
Holmes’ interjection, I have no desire that
we should legislate for one particular factory.
This will be a matter for all time, and I
want to tighten up the position as much as
possible, remembering that a great nation like
France has seen fit to abolich a eimilar in-
dustry beeause of its harmful nature. It is
only o small industry, and if I had my way
I would not permit it to be establighed here
at all. If we cannot have industries in this
country better than this, we shall be in a
poor way indeed. As it is established, we
must protect the people who are employed in
it. All authorities are agreed that meals
should not be taken in or mear the factory
where this kind of work goes on. I had a
copy of the *‘Forum,’’ published in Queens-
land, given to me, and in this appears the
report of a lecture given by a Queensland
doctor in which he set out the facts precisely
as Dr. Saw submitted them the other even-
ing, showing the harmful effects of permit-
ting meals to be taken in or near the factory.

Hon. J. CORNELL: It is generally ac-
cepted by all employers that facilities should
be provided for employees to have their meals
on the job. 1f the nature of a particular
industry is such that it is a menace to em-
ployees to have their meals within the pre-
cinets of the premises, on whom should the
obligation be thrown to see that adequate
provision is made for the workers to have
their meals in reasonable comfort and without
menace to their health? I say certainly on
the person conducting the industry.

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN: If we are going to
ask an employer to provide a mealroom, not
in the vicinity of the factory, but at some
distance away, we shall be asking too much.

Hon, J. W. HICKEY: The reason for the
closing down of this indusiry in France was,
I find, that provisions such as are embodied
in legislation of to-day, were not in force in
that country. Somebody was neglectful, A
certain amount of responsibility rests with
the employer, but if we carry the amendment
employers will tell us that we are endeavour-
ing to cripple the industry. I have no desire
to take steps that will afterwards mean un-
necessary hardship. T trust the amendment
will not be carried because its effects would
be too far reaching.

Amendment put and negatived.

[COUNCIL. |

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I understand that Mr,
Hickey agrecs to the rest of my amendments,
except ome to which he will draw attention
presently, 1 meove an amendment—

That in Subclause 2, poragraph (¢), ‘‘re-

duction’’ be atruck out and ‘' manufacture,
production’’ tnserted in lieu.

In the plumbing and printing trades, ‘‘redue-
tion’’ ig used in the sense of reducing a solid
to a liguid. That is not intended here.
Amendment put and passed.
Hon. A, LOVEKIN:
ment—

That in Subolause 8, after *‘whenever,’”’
ling 2, there be ingerted ‘il comes 10 his
knowledge ihat.’’

The trouble arises internally, for instance, in
the colon. The employer should not be held
respousgible for an offence he cannot avoid.-

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: T see no objection
to the amendment, but neither do I see¢ any
necessity for it. '

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, A, LOVEEIN:
ment-—- .

I move an amend-

I move an amend-

That in Subclause 4, paragraph (a), the
words ‘'a medical practitioner, with power
to order suspension from such employment’®
be siruck out, and the following inserted n
liew:—*‘the  Superintendent of Public
Health or some duly qualified medical prac-
titioner appointed by him, who shall have
power to order suspension from such em-
ployment ; provided that such eramination
shall be without charge to the oceupier.’’

Who is going to pay the medical practitioner?
In a faetory employing a couple of hundred
men, the fees for the inspections preseribed
by the medical practitioner might absorb all
the profits. And who iz to have power to
order the suspension? In Ergland this work
is always done by the Public Health De-
partment, who originally insisted upon doing
it because it afforded means of information
to them. If the employer is o provide the
medical inspections at intervals, they will
prove very expensive to him. The Superin-
tendent of Public Health can arrange the in-
spections without involving the industry in
cost.

Hon, J. W. HICKEY: Mr. Lovekin might
add to his amendment the words, ‘‘or em-
ployee.’’ The hon. member has taken it for
granted that the Public Health Department
will not penalise the employee.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T ask leave to amend
my amendment by adding to it the words,
‘“or employee.”’

Leave given, the words added.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The effect of the amendment will be to place
in the hands of the Government,
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Hon. A. Lovekin: This work is always
done by the Superintendent of Publie Health
in connection with noxious tradea.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
But thia might grow into a big industry. Are
the Government to be called upon to find the
medieal examiners then? I advise the mem-
ber in charge of the Bill to stick to his
measnre a little more than he iz doing at
present.  Mr. Lovekin seems to be revising
the Bill

Hon. A. Lovekin: Not at all.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Those conducting the industry should take
the responsibility.

Hon. A. Lovekin: But under the Health
Act the Government deal with noxious trades.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Quite so, but if this industry grows, there
should be a subseription of so much per week
towards ohtaining the services of mediecal offi-
cers as js done in conneetion with gold mining
and coal mining, The amendment will take
from the Government the power to make regu-
lations.

Hon, A. Lovekin: Not at all.
in the hands of the Government.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The member in charge of the Bill should not
allow it to be cut to pieces,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The Minister need
have no fear on the score of expense. It is
all in the hands of the Government, who will
scttle everything by regulation.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: I certainly have
not objected to one or twe amendments, in
which I saw no harm at all, and which were
evidently satisfaetory to Mr. Lovekin and
other members. In the Old Country this
matter is under the control of the Public
Health Department, and the work is on an
extensive scale. No ecompulsion is imposed on
the Government by either the clause or the
amendment. The Government are merely
given power to do certain things if they feel
disposed to do them. Moreover, the amend-
ment seems to protect all parties concerned.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That all words after *‘require’’ in line
1 of paragraph (¢) be struck out, and the
following inserted in lew, ‘'Every em-
ployee to forthwith notify the occupier as
to any symptoms which lead such em-
ployee to believe he hag contracted poison-
ing of ony kind, and vequire the occupier
to record such nolification in a health re-
gister to be kept at the faclory for that
purpose.'’

The only difference between the amendment
and the provision as it stands is that T want
the employee to immediately notify the oc-
cuyier.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: I hope the Com-
mitfee will not agree to the amendment.
When we had plagve in Australia a man was
afraid to sneeze, for fear he should be havied
up. Under the amendment, if a man felt a

It is all
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little indisposed he would be afraid to re-
port it, in case he should get the sack. This
sort of thing has occurred before, and will oe-
cur again.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I am out to protect
the unfortunate employees .from poisoning.
If an employee feels bad, it will be no hard-
ship on him to report it to his employer. The
last thing an employer would do would be to
dismiss a man working in a harmful trade
because he felt bad.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: 1 canneot under-
stand Mr. Hickey’s objection to the amend-
ment, for it is entirely in favour of the em-
ployees. If a man in this dangerous trade
finds he iy suffering from poisoning, it should
be his duty to report to the employer forth-
with.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That all words after "‘wet’’ in line 5 of
paragraph (e) be struck out.

The cloakroom requires to be at the factory.
It should not be anywhere near the meal-
room.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (8) *‘meal-
room’”’ be struck out.

If there is to be a meal room, the employees
should be able to use it, as in other fae-
tories, and be themselves responsible for it
and the eondition in which it is kept.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: The hon, member
is afraid the provision in the Bill will in-
flict a hardship on those responsible, That
is not so. A foremar in charge can be re-
sponsible, and ecan detail one of the em-
ployees to look after the room. The only
provision is that the room shall be kept clean,

Amendment put and negatived. -

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1 move an amend-
ment— :

That after ‘*damped’’ in line 2 of para-
graph (h) the following be inserted: ** ()
require that no occupier shall permit an
employee to partake of a meal in and upon
the factory; (§) require the occupier to
provide for the employees such suitable
drink as may be prescribed as an antidole
to poisons inhaled or ingested;’’

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as’
amended, agreed to.

New celause:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
move—

That a new olause, to stand as Clause 3,
be inserted as follows:—** Amendment of
Sectior 114. 3. Section onc hundred and
fourteen of the principal Adet iz hereby
amended by the addition of a subsection,
as follows:—(3) The Minister may, when-
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ever he thinks fit, delegate to the Chief
Inspector of Factories any power or dis-
cretion vested in the Minister by this sec-
tion. Any such deegation may be either
general or gpecial, and shall be revocable
by the Minister at any time.”’

The Act throws a great deal of work upon
the Minister in charge, He has to take the
responmb:llt.y of ail things, and he finds his
time toc wuech interfered with by reason of
his administration of this particolar legis-
lation. He has asked me to request the Com-
mittee to agree to this amendment. The
Chief Inapector of Factories is a responsible
officer, and if he puts anything before the
Minister that is not right there will be a
TOW.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I hope the Commit-
tee will not agree to this clause. It is omly
a means to enable the Minister to shirk his
responsibilities.

The Minister for Education: That is not so.

Hon, A, LOVEEKIN: If any officer of the
department is harsh or harassing in his
actions, the Minister will say he is not re.
sponmble Some of these inspectors are very
vicious. Under this new clause they could
give any orders they liked without consult-
ing the Minister. It was felt that this Bill
would work oppressively and it was saug-
gested that the Minister ghould take the re
spongibility. He now wants to get out of it.
If the Minister gives orders he knows what
he ig doing, and he is responsible to Parlia-
ment.

New clause put and negatived.

New clause:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
move—

That a new clousc be ingerted as fol
lows:— ' Amendment of Section 119. 4.
Section one hundred and nineteen of the
principal Act is hereby amended by the
excision of the word ‘and,’ in the stxth
line of the gection, and the substitution of
the word ‘until.” !

This clause will rectify a grammatical error
In the Act.

New clause put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill rejorted with amendments and the re-
port adopted.

House adjourned at 10.56 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY EMPLOYEES’
PENSIONS.

Mr, MeCALLUM (for Mr. Willeock) asked
the Minister for Railways: Is it his intention
to lay the papers on the Table of the House
in conneetion with the applications for pen-
siong of Guard J. R. Holmes, of Kalgoorlie,
and Frederick Rhodes, car and wagon ex-
aminer, Perth®

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{for the Minister for Railways) replied: The
pgg;rs will be tabled to-day (4th December,
1923).

QUESTION—RAILWAY PROJECT,
KONDININ-NEWDEGATE.

Advisory Board’s report.

Mr., PICKERING asked the Minister for
Works: Is it his intention to lay unpon the
Table of the House the Advisory Board’s re-
port upon the proposed Kondinin-Newdegate
railway?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Yes. Papers are already on the Table.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Sccond Reading.

Debate resumed from 29th November.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [4.39]: I feel
disappointed with the Bill. For seversl years
hon. members representing the farming and
pattoral industrics have pointed out the
serious position, which bas become more and
more alarming, regarding the increase of
dingoes. In areas where previously dingoes
were unknown they are now numerous and
causing great loss among sheep. They have
also been known to tackle bigger stock, es-
pecially calves.

The Premier: The lessees are supposed to
destroy dingoes on their holdings.

Mr. ANGELO: Before I sit down I hope
to prove that the dingoes that are causing



